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4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

SITE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

DEVELOPMENT CLASSIFICATIONS 

The development classification for each river access was determined through discussions with park managers and 

information presented in the Existing Conditions: Chapter 2. Each classification corresponds with the development 

goals, maintenance, stream character, and paddlers expectations of a particular river segment. 

Gateway accesses are the showcase entry points for paddlers, particularly those new to the area.  Gateway 

accesses can be designed for beginners in areas with predictable water conditions, or they can be designed as a 

destination for advanced paddling such as a whitewater park with riverfront seating and viewing areas.    

Recreational accesses provide a typical Iowa water trail experience appropriate for family and group trips.  These 

are river segments that require some boat control and are intended for users with some paddling experience. 

Challenge accesses may include risks such as rapids and obstructions, and users are expected to manage risk in 

hands-on ways.  Access areas are generally developed with minimal impacts to the landscape.  Only experienced 

paddlers should navigate these water trail segments. 

Wilderness accesses are the most remote and undeveloped of all the classifications.  These river segments offer some 

degree of solitude, quiet, and wildlife-viewing for paddlers, and the distance between river accesses can be 

significantly longer than other classifications.  Development activities should be limited to habitat restoration and 

maintaining healthy riparian corridors.  Paddling endurance and skill are required for segments classified as 

wilderness. 

Draft development classifications were assigned to each river segment and displayed at the public input meetings, as 

shown in Appendix A.  The skill level of each river segment was also shown, which is not the same as its development 

classification.  In general, the development classification describes the long-term planned character of a river segment 

and its development patterns, while the skill level describes the difficulty of each river segment for paddlers. 

The majority of the Cedar River in Black Hawk County is classified as Recreational.  However, the stretch from 

downtown Cedar Falls to downtown Waterloo has been assigned the Gateway classification.  The majority of this 

seven-mile section is surrounded by a mix of city, county, and state parks including George Wyth State Park and 

Hartman Reserve.  In addition, major development projects designed to attract paddlers are planned in both 

downtown Cedar Falls and Waterloo.  The result is analogous to a barbell, as shown in Figure 4-1. 

 

Figure 4-1: Gateway route concept for the Cedar River 
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Black Hawk Creek, on the other hand, largely fits the description of either a Challenge or Wilderness classification.  

Large sections of Black Hawk Creek have challenging features including rapids, logjams, strainers, fast-moving water, 

and tight turns in the stream.  Elements of a Wilderness classification are also present including dirt walking trails 

along the greenbelt, small granular-surfaced parking areas, and minimal development along the water trail.  Future 

improvements along Black Hawk Creek will continue these low-impact practices. 

 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

The access areas along the water trails all have varying degrees of amenities and accessibility.  Along the Cedar 

River, there are a total of 17 existing and planned access areas with a motorized boat ramp, six areas with carry-

down access only, and one planned boat tie-up area.  All three access areas along Black Hawk Creek are carry-

down only.  Some accesses have paved parking areas while the majority have granular parking areas.  Three 

accesses currently have boat docks – Island Park, Cedar Bend Park, and the Waterloo Boathouse.  Lastly, the 

usability of some ramps depends on the river water level.  Some sections of the water trail are too shallow for 

motorized boats during low water, whereas some river accesses prone to flooding cannot be used during high water. 

For the majority of accesses, the point where users enter and exit 

the water trails is the boat ramp.  Some boat ramps experience 

very few maintenance problems and are ideal in most conditions 

as-is.  Other boat ramps can become muddy and slippery after 

heavy rain and flood events.  Island Park in particular becomes 

inundated with up to three feet of sand after floods, requiring 

significant ongoing maintenance.  Another problem at some sites is 

the boat ramp itself becomes undermined by the river current.  For 

the purpose of this plan, maintenance and modification of the boat 

ramps is the responsibility of each respective jurisdiction.  This plan 

does not include detailed recommendations for the boat ramps themselves.  However, park managers need to be 

aware of five elements of boat ramp design:  

▪ Armoring edges of the launch to protect against scouring and erosion 

▪ The vertical slope of the launch, which should be as close to 8% as possible 

▪ The horizontal alignment, or angle of the launch relative to the river 

▪ The transition and push-in section of the launch 

▪ Height of the water during various conditions 

Almost all site plans for the Cedar River and Black Hawk Creek Water Trails include parking improvements, and all 

site plans include signage.  Three signs are planned for each access area: 

• State-designated water trail identification sign 

• Next downstream launch identification and distance sign 

• On-river access sign  

State-designated water trail identification signs are already installed at the Black Hawk Creek accesses and the 

Cedar Valley Paddlers Trail accesses at Fisher Lake and Alice Wyth Lake.  These signs were installed during previous 

water trails planning efforts described in Chapter One.  The next downstream launch sign displays the access number 

of the launch and the distance in miles to the next access.  This sign is situated closest to the boat ramp or carry-down 

access.  Lastly, on-river access signs indicate to paddlers that a take-out location is present.  These signs are 

particularly helpful for beginners, for paddlers new to the area, and at areas where vegetation can obscure the 

visibility of an access. 

Existing boat ramp at George Wyth State Park 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-3 

 
Existing State-designated water trail identification sign at Fisher Lake 

The recommendations outlined in this document will also create some uniformity among the river access areas, which 

will help users navigate to and within each area.  In addition to the signs described on the previous page, wayfinding 

signs are also planned along public roadways leading to each river access.   

Parking islands are planned at the majority of parking areas to help define the parking spaces and improve traffic 

flow.  On granular-surfaced parking lots, these vegetated parking islands may include native plantings, pollinator 

plantings, and/or trees.  On paved parking lots, parking spaces and islands can be delineated with paint striping. 

 

ACCESSIBILE DESIGN 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a set of Federal civil-rights laws that prohibit discrimination based on 

disability.  ADA standards apply to a wide variety of public settings including paved trails, handicapped parking 

spaces, public restrooms, schools, and restaurants.  While ADA standards do not currently exist for boat launch 

design, universal design principles are applicable to this plan.  Universal launch design specifications include surface 

slope and smoothness, launch width, and near-water transfer areas.  Another design standard is the use of two side-

by-side ramps, one for pedestrians and another for vehicles.   

Accessible parking stalls include 10 by 10-foot staging areas at all sites feasible.  These are usually situated in one 

of the two vegetated parking islands.  Additional staging areas are also included near the boat launches, which can 

be used by people with disabilities or for general loading and unloading of canoeing and kayaking equipment. 

Park managers should consider using compacted limestone fines for accessible sections of unpaved parking areas.  

Materials that have been used successfully include a gradation of ¾-inch rock to fines spread, compacted, and 

wetted in layers.   
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PLANTINGS AND BUFFER STRIPS 

A variety of native and pollinator plantings can be included at each of the river access 

areas.  Cost estimates developed for this plan include native plant plugs at the cost of $4 

per plug.  The majority of sites plans include a line item for native plantings.  Five site 

plans include more than 4,000 native plant plugs:  Cedar Bend Park, New Evansdale 

Access, Washington Park, Gilbertville Park, and Hope Martin Park. 

All of the river accesses along the Cedar River and Black Hawk Creek experience 

flooding in some capacity on a regular basis.  Accordingly, plantings must be suitable for 

flood-prone areas and adaptable to wet conditions.  Figure 4-2 lists a variety of plants, 

grasses, and sedges park managers should consider when making improvements to river 

access areas: 

 

Figure 4-2: Native flowering plants, grasses, and sedges suitable for flood-prone areas 

Common Name Botanical Name Height (ft) Conditions Light Requirements 

Flowering Plants 

Ironweed Veronia fasciculata 4'-6' mesic/wet full sun - semi-shade 

White Wild Indigo Baptisia lactea 3'-6' mesic full sun 

Meadow Rue Thalictrum dasycarpum 3'-6' mesic/wet part shade 

Prairie Blazing Star Liatris pycnostachya 3'-5' mesic/wet full sun  

Blue Vervain Verbena hastata 3'-5' mesic/wet full sun 

Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata 3'-4' mesic/wet full sun - semi-shade 

Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea 3'-4' mesic full sun - semi-shade 

Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa 3'-4' dry/mesic/wet full sun - semi-shade 

Culver's Root Veronicastrum virginicum 3'-4' mesic full sun 

New England Aster Aster novae-angliae 2'-5' mesic/wet full sun - semi-shade 

Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis 2'-4'  dry/mesic/wet full sun - moderate shade 

Canada Milkvetch Astragalus canadensis 2'-3'  dry/mesic/wet full sun 

Rattlesnake Master Eryngium yuccifolium 2'-3' dry/mesic/wet full sun 

Foxglove Beardtongue Penstemon digitalis 2'-3' mesic full sun - part shade 

Plains Coreopsis Coreopsis tinctoria 1'-3' mesic full sun - shade intolerant 

Yellow gentian Gentiana alba 1'-3' mesic part shade 

Golden Alexander Zizia aurea 1'-3' mesic/wet full sun 

Canada Anemone Aster oblongifolius 12"-24" mesic/wet full sun - part shade 

Prairie Phlox Phlox pilosa 12"-24" dry/mesic/wet full sun 

Grasses and Sedges 

Canada Wildrye Elymus canadensis 3'-4' dry/mesic/wet full sun - part shade 

Prairie Cordgrass Spartina pectinata 3'-8'  wet full sun 

Baltic Rush Juncus balticus 1'-3'  wet full sun 

Three-square Rush Scirpus americanus 1'-3' wet full sun 

Dark Green Bulrush Scirpus altrovirens 3'-5' wet full sun 

Wool Grass Scirpus cyperinus 3'-5' wet full sun 

Bottlebrush Sedge Carex comosa 1'-2' wet full sun 

Fringed Sedge Carex crinita 2'-5' wet full sun - full shade 

Hop Sedge Carex lupulina 1'-4'  wet full sun - part shade 

Lurid Sedge  Carex lurida 1'-3'  wet full sun 

River Wildrye Elymus riparius 3'-4' wet part shade 

Virginia Wildrye Elymus virginicus 2'-4' mesic/wet part shade 

 

  

Native plant plug 
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PEDAL PADDLE 

 

 
Cedar Prairie Trail at the Ranchero Road access to Black Hawk Creek 

The majority of river accesses in this plan are within close proximity to a paved recreational trail.  Manual trail counts 

conducted by the Iowa Northland Regional Council of Government (INRCOG) in 2014 found that the majority of trail 

users in the Black Hawk County metropolitan area were bicyclists.  Altogether, 61.0 percent of trail users were adults 

on bicycles, 35.1 percent were walkers or runners, and 3.5 percent were children on bicycles.  Remote locations saw 

relatively higher shares of bicyclists, while locations close to a city center experienced a higher proportion of walkers 

and runners. 

This relationship between the water trails and the paved trails network 

creates a unique opportunity of pedal paddle trips.  Of the 27 access 

areas described in this plan, only five accesses are not within close 

proximity to a paved recreational trail.  The remaining 22 accesses are 

either near a paved trail or, in some areas such as the Ranchero Road 

access, on the trail itself.  Figure 1-13 shows a map of the paved 

recreational trails network. 

Pedal paddle trips can be conducted solo or with multiple people.  The 

process of a pedal paddle trip can be described in five steps, as shown 

in Figure 4-3: 

1. Drop off bicycle at downstream access 

2. Drive to upstream access and begin paddling 

3. Take out at downstream access and secure canoe or kayak 

4. Pedal back to vehicle parked at upstream access 

5. Load bike to vehicle and drive to downstream access to retrieve 

canoe or kayak 

  

Figure 4-3: Example of  
a pedal paddle trip 

1. Drop off 

bicycle 

2. Drive to entry 

and begin paddling 

3. Take out 

and secure 

canoe/kayak 
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On a pedal paddle trip with multiple people, someone can wait at the take-out access after Step 3 while the other 

participant(s) pedal back to the vehicle.  This eliminates the need to secure the canoe or kayak to a fixed object.  It 

also provides more options for individual paddlers, as some individuals may decide to wait and rest while others may 

want the additional exercise of a bicycle ride. 

Bike racks are included in the site plan recommendations for areas that will function as take-out accesses.  However, 

almost every access could conceivably function as a take-out for a pedal paddle trip.  The only accesses where bike 

parking may not be useful for pedal paddle trips are Tourist Park in Cedar Falls and the proposed Pioneer Park 

access in Waterloo due to their proximity immediately downstream of a dam. 

Park managers should also consider further security improvements, such as surveillance cameras, bicycle lockers, and 

special parking areas for canoes and kayaks.  Typically, paddlers will use a long cable lock to tie-up their canoe or 

kayak to a fixed object such as a tree, similar to the way a bike would be tied to a bike rack. 

Bike lockers provide additional security, which may 

be desired in both remote and urban settings.  

Typically, bike lockers are administered by public 

transit authorities for use by transit passengers.  

However, the potential exists to include these at 

select river accesses where high volumes of bicyclists 

are anticipated.  Some examples may include Black 

Hawk Park, Island Park, the Waterloo Boathouse, 

and the proposed marina in downtown Waterloo. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS OVERVIEW 

BASIS FOR COST ESTIMATES 

This plan includes upward of $2.4 million in proposed improvements to access areas along the Cedar River and Black 

Hawk Creek.  These planned improvements are concept-level recommendations, and additional planning, 

permitting, and engineering may change the final design of these access areas.  The plan also acknowledges local 

projects underway in Cedar Falls and Waterloo which altogether could exceed $10 million in investment along the 

Cedar River. 

Cost estimates were developed using a few assumptions.  The first assumption is that the parking lot improvements will 

include the cost of completely reconstructing the parking lot.  This includes the costs associated with excavation, 

grading, compaction, a new subbase, and new road stone.  Park managers may find that it is unnecessary to 

reconstruct the entire parking area at a particular site, which would reduce the total project cost in turn. 

Parking lot costs also include the expense of wooden bollards, which are designed to limit the surface area impacted 

by automobiles while also allowing stormwater to flow into vegetated areas.  In many areas, wooden bollards are 

the single greatest expense of an entire project.  Most site plans also include an LED solar light near the boat ramp to 

assist with navigation after nightfall. 

Further assumptions include the cost of materials and the value of the dollar.  Prices for delivered materials such as 

modified subbase and road stone were obtained in November 2018, and the cost of raw materials is known to 

fluctuate over time.  The value of the U.S. Dollar generally decreases due to inflation, so total costs for projects are 

expected to increase steadily as time progresses.  Assuming all other variables are constant, a steady inflation rate 

of 2.0 percent would increase a project cost from $100,000 in 2018 to $121,900 in 2028.  In actuality, the inflation 

rate for raw materials may be significantly higher than the national inflation rate. 

Bike locker near a transit station in Minneapolis 
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SUMMARY OF SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

A total of 27 river access areas along the Cedar River and Black Hawk Creek are directly addressed in this 

document.  These include existing accesses and future accesses planned in conjunction with each jurisdiction’s 

respective park manager.  Three access areas along the Cedar River are currently being developed locally, one in 

Cedar Falls and two in Waterloo, and information about these projects is also included in this document.  Additional 

areas of interest including portage routes and other recreational areas with an association to the water trails are 

described toward the end of this chapter.   

Each access area reviewed as part of the Water Trails Master Plan is outlined in Figure 4-4.  The three projects 

being developed locally are shown in Figure 4-5. 

 

Figure 4-4: Summary of improvements identified for the Water Trails Master Plan 

Access area Launch type Total cost Significant improvements planned 

Dort’s Landing Boat ramp  $ 263,580 Parking, driveway, new ramp, tree removal 

Franck Park Carry-down only $ 184,771 Shelter, parking, native plantings, tree removal 

Deerwood Park Boat ramp $ 184,196 Parking, native plantings, new ramp 

Gilbertville Park Boat ramp $ 182,496 Parking, new ramps, native plantings 

Cedar Bend Park Boat ramp $ 144,995 Parking, native plantings 

New Evansdale Access* Boat ramp $ 133,914 Parking, native plantings, new ramp 

Hope Martin Park Carry-down only $ 119,247 Parking, native plantings 

Black Hawk Park Boat ramp $ 117,846 Parking, native plantings 

Cedar Terrace Park Carry-down only $ 115,528 Parking, native plantings 

Cedar River Access Boat ramp $ 113,411 Parking, new ramp, native plantings 

Washington Union Boat ramp $ 100,726 Parking, native plantings 

Cedar River Natural Resource Area Boat ramp $ 109,505 Parking, tree removal 

Pioneer Park* Carry-down only $ 109,207 Limestone blocks 

Sherwood Park Boat ramp $ 98,485 Parking 

McFarlane Park Boat ramp $ 87,743 Parking, tree removal 

Riverview Recreation Area Boat ramp $ 76,224 Parking 

Ranchero Road Carry-down only $ 61,073 Parking 

Olsen Park* Boat tie-up $ 45,505 Paved trail, boat tie-ups 

Island Park Boat ramp $ 41,726 New ramp 

Washington Park Boat ramp $ 36,892 Native plantings 

Tourist Park Carry-down only $ 17,064 - 

George Wyth State Park Boat ramp $5,060 - 

Janesville City Park Boat ramp - - 

Waterloo Boathouse Boat ramp - - 
* - denotes new access area 

 

Figure 4-5: Summary of ongoing projects planned locally 

Access area Jurisdiction Launch type Current status Estimated cost Estimated timeline 

Downtown Riverfront Cedar Falls Carry-down only Preliminary design  $3,457,327 Completion in 2023 

Waterloo Marina Waterloo Carry-down only Planning $2,700,000 Completion in 2022 

Whitewater Course Waterloo Carry-down only Preliminary design $6,500,000 To be determined 

 

The following pages provide a detailed description of each river access area reviewed as part of the Water Trails 

Master Plan.  Access areas are organized in geographical order starting with the northernmost access along the 

Cedar River. 

  



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-8 

JANESVILLE CITY PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Janesville 

Access number: 183A 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 4.0 miles 

The existing river access in Janesville is situated along the east side of the Cedar River.  The site features a shelter, 

which can be rented for private gatherings, as well as a large gravel parking area, portable toilet, playground 

equipment, sports fields, a paved trail, and viewing areas.  This access is situated next to the city’s pedestrian bridge, 

as shown above. 

Sometimes there are conflicts between river users and those in the 

park for gatherings, including baseball games and private events 

at the shelter.  The City plans to develop a second access across 

the river, while maintaining the existing access as-is. 

Because the City plans to develop a new river access on the west 

side of the Cedar River, no improvements are planned for 

Janesville City Park except for signage.  Three signs are planned 

to be added to Janesville City Park:  

• State-designated water trail identification sign 

• Next downstream launch identification and distance sign 

• On-river access sign. 

  

Viewing area at Janesville City Park 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One written comment was received regarding Janesville City Park: 

• “Improve boat ramp at Janesville.” – Janesville resident 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-6: Signage Plan for Janesville City Park 
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DORT’S LANDING 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Janesville 

Access number: 183B 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 4.0 miles 

The recently constructed pedestrian bridge in the City of Janesville connects the existing park to an underdeveloped 

area along the west side of the Cedar River.  Due to traffic conflicts at the existing park, there had been local 

interest in developing a second access across the river, which gained approval in 2021. As of October 2021, 

construction of a 7’ wide by 25’ long boat ramp has been approved by City officials. 

City officials have also discussed the feasibility of adding a riverfront trail along the west 

side of the Cedar River.  The walking trail could potentially continue along the shoreline 

and connect to East 7th Street and Main Street, ultimately creating a citywide loop for 

walking and bicycling.  

The newly designated access area has numerous advantages:  A water line runs along 

the underside of the pedestrian bridge, and a new water hydrant can be installed at the 

access. The height of the pedestrian bridge allows for automobile parking underneath the 

bridge, thereby preserving more of the undisturbed woodland to the south.  Much of the 

existing vegetation can be maintained to filter runoff from the parking area.  The 

topography of the site itself is suitable for a new 45-degree access to the Cedar River 

and a new driveway to West Barrick Road. 

There were no public comments received regarding Dort’s Landing in Janesville. 

  
Location of possible 

walking trail 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-7: Site recommendations for Dort’s Landing 

 

 

Parking improvements include a paved and striped parking area for six (6) parking stalls suitable for pull-through 

trailer parking and 14 standard sized parking stalls.  One of the pull-through stalls is accessible with an adjacent 10’ 

x 10’ staging area.   

The parking lot will also include a vegetated parking island with pollinator plantings which also functions to improve 

traffic flow.  The planned boat ramp will be reinforced by new class B revetment rock.  At night, the entire area can 

be illuminated by attaching LED lighting to the underside of the pedestrian bridge.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-8: Cost estimate for improvements at Dort’s Landing 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 22,000 22,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 274 LF 4 1,096 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Tree Removals 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 807 CY 10 8,068 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 775 CY 7 5,422 

Modified Subbase 915 TONS 26 23,788 

PCC Pavement, 5" 26141 SF 5 130,705 

Pavement Markings 504 LF 1 504 

Boat Ramp 1 LS 10000 10,000 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Light Under Bridge 1 LS 1,200 1,200 

8' Concrete Parking Curb 14 EA 225 3,150 

Bollards 89 EA 80 7,120 

Signage  6 EA 200 1,200 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 391 EA 4 1,564 

   SUBTOTAL 239,618 

   Contingency (10%) 23,962 

   TOTAL COST $263,580 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-9: Signage Plan for Dort’s Landing 

 

  
Note: Additional recreation area signs including boat ramp signs are recommended at 260th St and N Maple St once boat ramp 
is constructed and park name is identified. 
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WASHINGTON UNION 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County 

Access number: 179 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 4.1 miles 

Washington Union is located at the confluence of the Cedar River and the West Fork Cedar River.  This access is 

among the most popular in the county for motorized boaters and paddlers alike.  Currently, the gravel driveway to 

the access area is very steep and in poor condition.  The parking area itself is undefined, and vehicles can get boxed 

in on busy weekends.   

The County Engineering Department will be replacing the Cedar 

Wapsi Road Bridge over the Cedar River in 2019 and 2020.  The 

alignment of the new bridge will be further south than the existing 

bridge.  As part of this project, the driveway to the access area 

will be rebuilt and the parking will be expanded.  A new walking 

trail will also be constructed from the parking area to the public 

land southwest of the new bridge.  Across the road, the driveway 

to these public lands will be removed, as the expanded parking at 

the Washington Union access will serve that area. 

While the bridge reconstruction project will expand the 

Washington Union parking area, several additional improvements 

have been identified as part of the Water Trails Master Plan.  

These recommendations are described on the following pages.  
Parking will be expanded at Washington Union 

access (lower right).  The driveway to the public 

land (upper left) will be closed. 

N © 2017 Pictometry 
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Figure 4-10: Engineering plan for Washington Union as part of 2019-2020 bridge project 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two written comments were received regarding Washington Union: 

• “Because it's such a popular take out/put in, Washington Union access really could be expanded, even add 

a ramp on the southeast side of the bridge.” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “Washington Union access has horrible access due to steep drive and can't see traffic coming. Accident 

waiting to happen. Plus not enough parking. Check it out on weekends.” – Black Hawk County resident 

In addition, four respondents indicated they would like a restroom, two indicated they would like drinking water, and 

one indicated there are maintenance issues at Washington Union. 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-11: Site recommendations for Washington Union Access 

 

 

The recommendations for Washington Union will enhance the newly expanded parking area.  As part of the County’s 

bridge replacement project in 2019 and 2020, the new parking area will be surfaced with gravel and additional 

rock will be used to blend and match the existing parking lot surface.  Most of the existing parking area will not be 

resurfaced as part of the County project.  Costs shown in Figure 4-12 reflect the cost of completely reconstructing the 

entire parking area.  The actual costs for the parking lot improvements will likely be much lower as long as the new 

surface remains in good condition. 

Future parking improvements include reshaping the parking area to allow for nine (9) spaces suitable for pull-through 

trailer parking and eight (8) standard sized parking stalls.  One of the planned pull-through stalls is accessible with 

an adjacent 10’ x 10’ staging area.  A 4,000 square foot filter strip is also 

planned in order to treat runoff from the parking lot and restore the riparian area. 

The planned parking improvements include two vegetated parking islands with 

pollinator plantings.  These function to improve traffic flow, and one of the planned 

islands will be situated as to preserve the landmark oak tree currently in the 

parking area.   

  

Trunk of landmark oak tree to 
be preserved 
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The existing boat ramp works well and can be reinforced with new class B revetment rock.  The site plan also includes 

a tie-down lane for motorized boats and a staging area for paddlers to load and unload their gear.  At night, the 

entire area can be illuminated by a solar-powered flood light which should be able to stay on for six to 12 hours 

after dusk. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-12: Cost estimate for improvements at Washington Union 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 9,000 9,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 300 LF 4 1,200 

Construction Fence 200 LF 10 2,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 536 CY 10 5,359 

Site Grading 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 161 CY 7 1,130 

Modified Subbase 406 TONS 26 10,565 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 610 TONS 26 15,863 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 175 EA 80 14,000 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 2283 EA 4 9,132 
This estimate includes the cost of reconstructing the entire parking area. SUBTOTAL 91,569 

   Contingency (10%) 9,157 

   TOTAL COST $100,726 

 

SIGNAGE 

Currently there are two County Arrowhead signs on West Cedar Wapsi Road pointing to the Washington Union boat 

ramp.  These signs will be replaced upon completion of the new bridge in 2020.  Water trails signs can be included 

as part of the bridge construction project.  The sign immediately east of the access should be installed on the bridge 

or very closeby to avoid confusion with the private driveway immediately northeast of the bridge. 
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Figure 4-13: Signage Plan for Washington Union  
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BLACK HAWK PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County 

Access number: 175 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 3.6 miles 

Black Hawk Park is a popular river access for motorized boaters and paddlers alike. The park also features the 

northernmost public campground in the County, and it is the northernmost park situated on the paved recreational 

trails network (see Figure 1-13). 

The boat ramp area is currently set up for one-way traffic which can lead to confusion. Vehicles headed in the wrong 

direction can meet other vehicles head-to-head, resulting in delays and awkward turning movements. Improvements to 

the parking area should include provisions to improve the parking lot traffic flow. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Four written comments were received regarding Black Hawk Park: 

• “Black Hawk Park boat ramp could use some maintenance” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “Black Hawk Park boat ramp isn't great” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “Black Hawk boat ramp could use improvements” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “Black Hawk Park ramp is unsafe” – Cedar Falls resident 
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In addition, three respondents indicated they would like a restroom, and one indicated they would like drinking water 

near the Black Hawk Park boat ramp. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-14: Site recommendations for Black Hawk Park 

 

 

Planned improvements to the Black Hawk Park access area include two vegetated parking islands with pollinator 

plantings to improve traffic flow. The expanded parking area can allow for up to 17 stalls for pull-through trailer 

parking, including one accessible stall with an adjacent 10’ x 10’ staging area.  A 4,400 square foot filter strip is 

also planned in order to treat runoff from the parking lot and restore the riparian area. 

Black Hawk Park would also benefit from shoreline improvements which 

are not included in the project cost estimate. Shoreline improvements 

could take on many forms, and it is up to the County Conservation 

Board to determine the most appropriate treatment for this site. 

Currently, broken concrete and fallen branches line the shoreline along 

Black Hawk Park. While these materials function as an affordable 

method of armoring the streambank, enhancements to beautify this 

shoreline should also be considered. 

Broken concrete and fallen branches 
define the shoreline near the boat ramp 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-21 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-15: Cost estimate for improvements at Black Hawk Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 8,000 8,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 368 LF 4 1,472 

Construction Fence 288 LF 10 2,880 

Tree Removals 9 EA 1,000 9,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Excavation, Class 10 636 CY 10 6,356 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 185 CY 7 1,296 

Modified Subbase 482 TONS 26 12,542 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 724 TONS 26 18,814 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 161 EA 80 12,880 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Shade Tree 4 EA 350 1,400 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 2293 EA 4 9,173 

   SUBTOTAL 107,133 

   Contingency (10%) 10,713 

   TOTAL COST $117,846 

 

SIGNAGE 

Currently there are three County Arrowhead signs for Black Hawk Park at the intersection of Center Street and West 

Lone Tree Road. Water trails signs can be added alongside each Arrowhead sign to indicate the river access is 

present and emphasize the turning movement. 
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Figure 4-16: Signage Plan for Black Hawk Park 

 

 

Wayfinding signs currently exist within Black Hawk Park to direct 

visitors to the various park amenities. Additional wayfinding 

signage within the park is unnecessary. However, a left-turn sign 

assembly at the boat ramp is recommended, as there is no “Boat 

Ramp” sign at the ramp itself.    

 

 

  
Existing wayfinding sign within Black Hawk Park 
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ISLAND PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Cedar Falls 

Access number: 171A 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Advanced, portage 

Next segment classification: Challenge, portage 

Distance to next access: Portage, 0.4 miles (currently), 0.2 miles (planned) 

Island Park is a large open park northwest of downtown Cedar Falls. The existing access to the Cedar River is at the 

northern end of the park. The river access includes two separate boat ramps, each with docking areas, and a large, 

paved parking lot.  Public restrooms, a shelter, and a beach volleyball area are all within close proximity to the boat 

ramps.  A paved recreational trail runs through the park which connects seamlessly to numerous parks and other river 

access areas. 

Flooding is a significant maintenance issue at Island Park. While flooding is common at most parks, Island Park in 

particular becomes inundated with large amounts of sand after flood events.  Sometimes the sand can reach two to 

three feet in height. City crews regularly clear the park after flood events using skid steer loaders to transport the 

sand.  In normal conditions, it might seem like Island Park is a good candidate for vegetated filter strips. However, 

the large volumes of sand would promptly negate any infiltration benefits and maintaining the plantings would be 

very challenging.  Accordingly, vegetated filter strips are not recommended for this site. 

The newly-constructed Island Park Beach House anchors the southern end of the park.  The Beach House includes 

private boat parking during the summer months and public restrooms which are accessible from the outside. The 

paved trail continues past the Beach House underneath the Center Street/Franklin Street Bridge toward Tourist Park 

to the east.  This trail could be used as a portage route around the Cedar Falls dam, and an additional take-out for 

paddlers may be considered here. 
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Much of Island Park becomes inundated with sand after flood events 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One written comment was received regarding Island Park: 

• “Kayak docks at Island Park to get them in and out safely” – Cedar Falls resident 

In addition, one respondent indicated they would like restrooms open during the winter at Island Park. 

 

  

N 
© 2017 Pictometry 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-17: Site recommendations for existing Island Park access 

 

 

There are two sets of recommendations for Island Park. Few improvements are planned for the existing access area 

at the north end of the park. Paint striping on the existing parking lot can help maximize the number of usable 

parking spaces. Three signs should be installed near the existing boat ramps: 

• State-designated water trail identification sign 

• Next downstream launch identification and distance sign 

• On-river access sign 
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Figure 4-18: Site recommendations for new Island Park access 

 

 

The area immediately upstream of the Island Park Beach House provides a unique opportunity for a take-out ramp 

for paddlers.  This ramp can serve as a normal access area with parking, and also as a portage route around the 

Cedar Falls Dam to the Tourist Park access area.  Adding this access would reduce the distance required to portage 

around the dam from about 0.4 miles to 0.2 miles. This new ramp should be constructed in conjunction with the 

proposed improvements at Tourist Park, to create a continuous portage route around the dam. 

This proposed access is also within walking distance to the public restrooms at the Beach House. While the ramp and 

restrooms are publicly accessible, the docks for motorized boats are privately maintained by the North Shore Boat 

Club. Motorized boaters who are not members must use the boat ramps at the north end of the park.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-19: Cost estimate for improvements at Island Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 2500 2500 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 50 LF 4.00 200 

Construction Fence 50 LF 10 500 

Removals, Excess Pavement 1 LS 3,000 3,000 

Excavation, Class 10* 369 CY 10 3,689 

Site Grading 1 LS 1,000 1,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control* 10 CY 14 135 

Modified Subbase* 24 TONS 52 1,263 

Class A Road Stone, 6"* 36 TONS 52 1,896 

Imported Top Soil  37 CY 28 1,037 

Parking Lot Markings 3,312 LF 1 3,312 

Class B Revetment 112 TONS 50 5,600 

Seeding 1 LS 1,000 1,000 

Paddler's Ramp  1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Bike Rack 2 EA 1,000 2,000 

Signage  4 EA 200 800 

Mobilization 1 LS 2500 2500 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 50 LF 4.00 200 
* - Increased cost due to small quantity being installed   SUBTOTAL 37,932 

   Contingency (10%) 3,793 

   TOTAL COST 41,726 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-20: Signage Plan for Island Park 
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OLSEN PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Cedar Falls 

Access number: None 

Launch type: Boat tie-up 

Next segment skill level: Advanced, portage 

Next segment classification: Challenge, portage 

Distance to next access: Not applicable, tie-up only 

Olsen Park was mentioned numerous times by members of the public during the public input meetings. Participants 

described their interest in docking their boat at Olsen Park and walking to events at Overman Park, about 0.2 miles 

away. Currently, walking distance to Overman Park is nearly 0.5 miles from Island Park for North Shore Boat Club 

members and nearly 0.8 miles for all other boaters. In addition to Overman Park, boaters parked at Olsen Park 

would also be within 0.3 miles of the Downtown Cedar Falls business district. 

Olsen Park is situated across Franklin Street from the Cedar Falls Ice House Museum.  Multiple paved trails connect 

the Ice House Museum to the surrounding sidewalks, including a trail that extends into Olsen Park underneath the 

Center Street/Franklin Street Bridge.  This trail segment could be extended further to the riverfront at Olsen Park for 

boaters putting in and taking out. The existing shelter at Olsen Park could also be connected to such a trail, and could 

serve as a place for boaters to rest or to load and unload their belongings. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Four written comments were received regarding Olsen Park, which led to its inclusion in the Master Plan: 
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• “Improve the shoreline where Olsen’s Boat House used to be so you can easily park a boat” – Cedar Falls 

resident 

• “[Add] kayak parking at Olsen's boathouse shelter for easy access to Farmer's market and live music at 

Boathouse” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “City docks at Olson's Park would be nice.” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “[Add] boat or marina for south side of river north of dam” – Cedar Falls resident 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-21: Site recommendations for Olsen Park 

 

After consideration of multiple alternatives, City staff determined that boat tie-ups with bumpers on the existing 

concrete wall would be the preferred fixture for boaters at this location. The proposed improvements extend the 

existing trail to the river’s edge and include a spur trail to connect to the existing shelter. Pollinator plantings are also 

planned which will improve the habitat for pollinators and serve as a visual buffer between the trail and the 

surrounding automobile traffic and railroad tracks. 

The long-term plan for Olsen Park will be decided as part of Phase Two of the City’s riverfront improvements project. 

The City’s master plan for the project identifies a future portage path extending from the inlet at Olsen Park, past 

the Ice House Museum, to a put-in location near the existing railroad bridge.   
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The plan also includes the complete removal of the City’s dam, and the installation of a multiple drop whitewater 

feature spanning the entire river width. This drop feature would need to compensate for the drop in river level 

currently maintained by the dam, and therefore would need to cover a significant distance.  Further study will 

determine the appropriate improvement at this location. 

Figure 4-22: Preliminary plan for Olsen Park whitewater features 

 
 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-23: Cost estimate for improvements at Olsen Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 6000 6000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 175 LF 4 700 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Excavation, Class 10* 46 CY 20 922 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control* 14 CY 14 194 

Modified Subbase* 35 TONS 52 1,818 

PCC Pavement, 5"* 1500 SF 10 15,000 

Boat Tie Ups & Bumpers on Existing Concrete 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 1333 EA 4 5,333 

Signage  2 EA 200 400 
* - Increased cost due to small quantity being installed   SUBTOTAL 41,368 

   Contingency (10%) 4,137 

   TOTAL COST 45,505 

This cost estimate only reflects the cost of improvements proposed on the previous page, not the improvements 

included in Phase Two of the city’s riverfront improvements project. 
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SIGNAGE 

Because the Olsen Park tie-up area is accessible only by river or paved trail, no wayfinding signage is planned as 

part of the Water Trails Master Plan. When the City completes Phase Two of the riverfront improvements project, 

signage to the Sturgis Park parking lot near the Ice House Museum could be added.  This parking lot could become 

the primary parking area for the proposed whitewater features. 
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TOURIST PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Cedar Falls 

Access number: 171B 

Launch type: Carry-down only 

Next segment skill level: Advanced 

Next segment classification: Challenge 

Distance to next access: 0.2 miles 

Tourist Park is a popular destination for disc golfers and is situated immediately east of the Island Park Beach House.  

The Tourist Park river access is the first access downstream of the Cedar Falls Dam.  It is one of the few river accesses 

without a boat ramp. Instead, paddlers can access the water from the sandy beach area. The sandy area can 

become muddy, however, making the access less than ideal for beginners. 

Low water levels and the access’s proximity to the Cedar Falls Dam make paddling from this access more challenging 

than most in the county. Beginners will be better suited to put in at an access further downstream, such as Washington 

Park or Gateway Park after completion of the city’s riverfront improvements project. 

Tourist Park includes restrooms situated atop a small dike, and 

an existing staircase east of the restrooms. The City has 

tentative plans to eliminate the restrooms at Tourist Park, since 

the restrooms in the Island Park Beach House are a short 

walking distance away. 

There were no public comments received regarding Tourist 

Park. 

  

View of Cedar Falls Dam from Tourist Park access 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-24: Site recommendations for Tourist Park 

 

The main improvement proposed for Tourist Park is a granular walking trail to the river access. This trail should be 

constructed in conjunction with the proposed paddlers take-out ramp at Island Park to create a continuous portage 

route around the Cedar Falls Dam.  The planned alignment of the trail was chosen to avoid conflicts with disc golf 

players and to take advantage of the existing staircase. 

Paddlers portaging from Island Park can walk along the existing 

trail under the Center Street/Franklin Street Bridge to reach Tourist 

Park. Paddlers can also park at either Tourist Park or at the Island 

Park Beach House and use the trail to reach the access. No parking 

improvements are planned at Tourist Park. Over 50 parking spaces 

are available at the Island Park Beach House immediately to the 

west. 

  
Existing trail under Center St/Franklin St Bridge 
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The City is in the early planning stages of a two-phase riverfront improvements project, and Phase Two will involve 

improvements to mitigate the dam hazard near Tourist Park.  Planned improvements for the riverfront improvements 

project, identified in March 2017, include a portage route from the Island Park Beach House to the Tourist Park river 

access.  This recommendation is reiterated and further defined by the proposed trail described on the previous page. 

Figure 4-25: Preliminary plan for Tourist Park whitewater features 

 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-26: Cost estimate for improvements at Tourist Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 2000 2000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 50 LF 4 200 

Construction Fence 450 LF 10 4,500 

Excavation, Class 10 134 CY 10 1,337 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 40 CY 7 282 

Modified Subbase 152 TONS 26 3,957 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 101 TONS 28 2,838 

Signage  2 EA 200 400 

   SUBTOTAL 15,513 

   Contingency (10%) 1,551 

   TOTAL COST 17,064 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-27: Signage Plan for Tourist Park 

 

 

  

Note: Access 171C is currently 171B. Some signage for access 171C may need to be installed after construction of the new access 
171B at Island Park. 
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DOWNTOWN CEDAR FALLS RIVERFRONT / GATEWAY PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Cedar Falls 

Access number: 170A 

Launch type: Carry-down only 

Next segment skill level: Advanced (currently), multiple skill levels (planned) 

Next segment classification: Challenge (currently), Gateway (planned) 

Distance to next access: 0.9 miles 

The City of Cedar Falls has begun planning for a showcase riverfront enhancement project within walking distance to 

the downtown business district. The project will provide direct access to the Cedar River for paddlers and parkgoers 

and will include in-water improvements to allow for whitewater activities. The overall riverfront improvements project 

will be implemented in two phases, and Gateway Park is included in Phase One. 

Currently, Gateway Park includes a paved recreational trail and two carry-down river accesses. The Park also 

includes public restrooms, a large shelter with electricity and water, a small shelter, and playground equipment. Most 

of the planned improvements at Gateway Park are situated between the existing recreational trail and the river. 

Riverfront improvements are also planned across the river along the South Riverside Trail at Peter Melendy Park. A 

put-in access and take-out access are planned for both sides of the river. Recreational whitewater features are also 

planned along both sides. The take-out area along the South Riverside Trail can be developed into a unique, multi-

tiered open space for relaxing and watching river activities. 

Upon completion of Phase One, Gateway Park and Peter Melendy Park will serve as the beginning of the Gateway 

section of the Cedar River Water Trail. While the proposed drop structures may be challenging for some, the project 

will be developed with users of all abilities in mind. Low water levels may still prove challenging for some paddlers 

when the river is down. Under normal conditions, most paddlers with some experience should find the new 

improvements exciting and an enjoyable start to their journey down river. 
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Cedar Valley Lakes Trail at Gateway Park 

Photo: University of Northern Iowa GeoTREE Center, 2018 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Three comments were received about Gateway Park and the Downtown Cedar Falls area: 

•  “[I would like] having access to dock below the 1st bridge in CF so we could tie up to go get food on Main 

St.” – Waterloo resident 

• “[I would like a] ramp at Gateway Park” – Cedar Falls resident 

•  “[I would like] whitewater in Cedar Falls and/or Waterloo” – Waterloo resident 

Also, as shown in Figure 3-13, several comments were received regarding river improvements in downtown areas. 
Many respondents indicated they wanted improved accesses, access signage, and a place to secure their boats. 
Additional suggestions by the public included the following: 

• Plaza with tables 

• Shaded areas 

• Seating and viewing areas 

• Bike racks or lockers 

• Signage to restrooms, shelters, and drinking water 

• Information kiosk showing river accesses and destinations 

• Trash and recycling containers 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-28: Site recommendations for Gateway Park 

 

As previously described, the City of Cedar Falls 

is currently planning a riverfront improvement 

project along both sides of the Cedar River. 

Specific improvements planned for this project 

include two plazas, a splash pad or fountain, 

stone seating, and a gateway monument at 

Gateway Park. Additional sloping paths are 

also planned between the existing recreational 

trail and the river’s edge. These paths will 

create a route for more leisurely foot traffic, 

while the existing trail will serve through traffic 

including bicycles more efficiently. 

Most people visiting the new improvements will 

likely park at Gateway Park, as it has the 

closest parking lot to the project area. Likewise, 

people who live, work, or do business in 

Downtown Cedar Falls may be more likely to 

access the project area on foot from Peter 

Melendy Park along the south side of the river.  

Signage directing foot traffic to the put-in river 

access is recommended on both sides. 

 

 

  

Figure 4-29: Planned shoreline cross sections at Gateway Park 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-30: Cost estimate for the Riverfront Improvements Project, Phase One 

Item Description Total 

Riverbank amenities 

On-shore improvements 1,061,190 

Design fees and contingency 286,521 

Additional enhancements and design 463,550 

Subtotal 1,811,261 

In-river amenities 

“Clay hole” safety improvements 225,000 

Fishing jetties and whitewater features 368,800 

Mobilization, cofferdam, other fees 733,673 

Design fees and contingency 318,593 

Subtotal 1,646,066 

Grand total 3,457,327 

The City of Cedar Falls has hired a group of consulting firms to help develop the riverfront improvements project. The 

cost estimate provided above was developed by the project team, and was presented at a public informational 

meeting on October 2018. 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-31: Signage Plan for Gateway Park 
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WASHINGTON PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Cedar Falls 

Access number: 170B 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Gateway 

Distance to next access: 2.0 miles 

Currently, Washington Park begins the Gateway section of the Cedar River Water Trail. There are no rapids or 

rocky areas downstream of Washington Park, unlike the shallower area near Gateway Park upstream. Most 

beginners would find a day trip from Washington Park to the Waterloo Boathouse, 6.3 miles downstream, easy and 

enjoyable.   

Washington Park is a former golf course turned open park space. Frequent flooding made it difficult for the City to 

maintain the space as a golf course.  The Park itself is roughly 60 acres total, with around 41 acres of open 

greenspace. A public restroom, parking area, and baseball diamond are situated near the park entrance. The boat 

ramp is about 1,550 feet (or 0.3 miles) past the public restrooms. The Park also includes six shelters, playground 

equipment, and a bike trail loop around the park. 

Situated behind Cedar Falls Utilities (CFU) and the city’s water 

reclamation facility, Washington Park is largely detached from the 

surrounding residential area. Floodwalls and a railroad crossing 

define the park entrance, and it would be easy to mistake the 

entrance for an industrial site. Adding wayfinding signage on State 

Street would greatly improve navigation to the park. Also, adding a 

park entrance sign on East 9th Street before the railroad crossing 

would help visitors confirm they are headed in the right direction. 

Dead End sign approaching Washington Park 
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The boat ramp at Washington Park tends to become filled with dirt after high water events. However, this is not a 

major problem for most paddlers. If the ramp becomes particularly muddy, motorized boaters and people with 

difficulty balancing may find it easier to put in at George Wyth State Park downstream. 

No public comments were received regarding Washington Park. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-32: Site recommendations for Washington Park 
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Recommendations for Washington Park mainly involve improvements to the parking area. Two vegetated parking 

islands with pollinator plants are included to create seven (7) pull-through paces including one accessible parking 

space. The parking islands also improve circulation for boaters entering and exiting the river. In addition, 11 

standard parking spaces including one additional accessible space are defined for the planned parking area.  

The existing boat ramp is in good condition overall and can be reinforced with class B revetment rock. Additionally, 

two filter strips are planned in order to treat runoff from the parking lot and restore the riparian area. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-33: Cost estimate for improvements at Washington Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 2000 2000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 238 LF 4.00 952 

Construction Fence 475 LF 10 4,750 

Excavation, Class 10, Parking Islands 1 LS 2,000 2,000 

Imported Top Soil  23 CY 28 635 

Parking Lot Markings 632 LF 1 632 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2,800 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 4742 EA 4 18,969 

Signage  4 EA 200 800 

   SUBTOTAL 33,538 

   Contingency (10%) 3,354 

   TOTAL COST 36,892 

Not included in the cost estimate above is an entrance sign for Washington Park. As previously mentioned, a park 

entrance sign would greatly improve visibility and navigation to the park. The Water Trails Master Plan supports any 

effort to improve visibility to Washington Park. 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-34: Signage Plan for Washington Park 
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GEORGE WYTH STATE PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

Access number: 168 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Gateway 

Distance to next access: 1.0 miles 

The river access at George Wyth State Park is situated on a spur driveway off Wyth Road. The park’s campground 

is approximately one-quarter (¼) mile northwest of the river access, and is connected to the access area by road, an 

unpaved walking path, and the Cedar Valley Lakes Trail. While George Wyth State Park includes a wide variety of 

amenities, including several boat and carry-down accesses to lakes within the park, the river access is relatively 

isolated with only a few nearby facilities. A restroom is situated about 780 feet from the boat ramp, though there is 

currently no direct path to the restroom. 

Near the boat ramp, there is a paved walking path to the shore of the Cedar River. The paved shoreline can be used 

for fishing and interacting with the river. The existing parking lot offers an abundance of parking spaces, and there is 

plenty of room for maneuvering trailers and large vehicles. The boat ramp itself is wider than average and in good 

condition. This river access is a great starting point for first-time paddlers. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two respondents indicated they would like restrooms and drinking water at the George Wyth State Park access. 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-35: Site recommendations for George Wyth State Park 

 

Minimal improvements are recommended for the Cedar 

River access at George Wyth State Park. Planned 

improvements include a 1,600 square foot area for 

pollinator plantings, a mowed trail and directional 

signage to the restrooms nearby, and the appropriate 

water trails signage.  Existing parking is plentiful, and 

congestion is not a problem.  

Future improvements could include shoreline 

improvements, such as terraced stones and seating 

areas, that would benefit campground visitors and 

define the relationship between the park and the river. 

  

A short dirt path connects the boat ramp to the nearby 

camping area. Shoreline improvements here may be desired 

in the future, though the entire area is subject to flooding. 

© 2017 Pictometry 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-36: Cost estimate for improvements at George Wyth State Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 1,000 1,000 

Mowed Lawn Trail (Maintenance) 1 LS 1,000 1,000 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

Signage  4 EA 200 800 

Native Pollinator Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 711 EA 4 2,844 

   SUBTOTAL 4,600 

   Contingency (10%) 460 

   TOTAL COST $5,060 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-37: Signage Plan for George Wyth State Park 

 

 

 

 

  

#168 

Signs at the access: 
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SHERWOOD PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County (ramp and parking), City of Waterloo (grounds) 

Access number: None (possibly define as 167) 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Gateway 

Distance to next access: 1.8 miles 

Sherwood Park is located within the city limits of Waterloo and is easily accessible off the U.S. Highway 218 exit at 

Greenhill Road. The Park itself is relatively new, and the City received a REAP grant from the Iowa DNR in 2014 for 

its construction.  The boat ramp area is upstream from Sherwood Park, approximately 1,000 feet past the park 

entrance. While the City manages the park itself, the County Conservation Board maintains the boat ramp and the 

river access parking area. 

The existing parking area at the river access is 

actually two separate parking areas connected by a 

short dirt drive.  River users may find the parking 

areas uncomfortable after dark due to their isolated 

location. Installation of lighting fixtures would help 

address this. The two parking areas could be 

combined, which presents an opportunity to redefine 

the space and improve the flow for vehicle traffic.  

 

  

Sherwood Park (left) in relation to the river access area (right) 

© 2017 Pictometry N 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Four written comments and one verbal comment were received regarding Sherwood Park: 

• “Add 10 or 15 feet of concrete to the Sherwood Park boat ramp.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Patrol the ramp by Greenhill Rd.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Putting in a dock at Sherwood would be helpful.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Consider putting money into Cedar Bend boat launch or Sherwood Park boat launch - docks to get people 

on and off boats.” – Waterloo resident 

• I would like to see boat docks between Waterloo and Cedar Falls such as at Sherwood Park to allow for 

pontoon boat docking. It would be nice to have more than one dock. Currently there’s only one at the 

Boathouse. This would make it possible for one person to get to their vehicle. – Waterloo resident, by phone 

In addition, one respondent indicated they would like restrooms and drinking water at Sherwood Park. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-38: Site recommendations for Sherwood Park 
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Recommendations for the Sherwood Park river access area include notable changes to the existing parking areas.  

The recommendations include combining the two parking areas into one and using parking islands to define the new 

spaces. Removal of five trees and some understory vegetation will be required to accomplish this. The planned 

parking area includes seven parking stalls for pull-through trailer parking, including one accessible stall with an 

adjacent 10’ x 10’ staging area. Two tie-down lanes are also planned for motorized boaters. The existing wooden 

bollards which define the existing driveway can remain as-is. 

In addition to the recommendations shown above, multiple survey respondents suggested adding a boat dock at 

Sherwood Park. The location of Sherwood Park is ideal for a new dock, as it is roughly equidistant between 

downtown Cedar Falls and downtown Waterloo. Because of the variety of possible designs and engineering 

considerations involved with installing a dock, an estimated cost is not included in this document. However, the Water 

Trails Master Plan supports the construction of a boat dock at this site. A new dock would serve residents of Waterloo 

and Cedar Falls living near Rainbow Drive, Greenhill Road, and University Avenue. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-39: Cost estimate for improvements at Sherwood Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 7,000 7,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 330 LF 4 1,320 

Construction Fence 500 LF 10 5,000 

Tree Removals 5 EA 1,000 5,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Excavation, Class 10 697 CY 10 6,968 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 210 CY 7 1,469 

Modified Subbase 491 TONS 26 12,774 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 738 TONS 26 19,180 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

   SUBTOTAL 89,532 

   Contingency (10%) 8,953 

   TOTAL COST $98,485 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-40: Signage Plan for Sherwood Park 
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CEDAR BEND PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 165 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Gateway 

Distance to next access: 1.5 miles 

Cedar Bend Park is a large open space which functions mainly as a river access. The Park is situated along the Cedar 

Valley Lakes Trail and faces Sans Souci Island across the river. Given the close proximity of the park to the Waterloo 

Boathouse and the dam in downtown Waterloo, it is not commonly used by paddlers as a put-in or a take-out.  

Instead, the access is often used by people with flat-bottom boats, i.e., Jon boats. 

The existing parking area at Cedar Bend Park is expansive with ample room for dozens of vehicles with trailers. 

While this is typically beneficial, excessive parking can also mean additional maintenance. The boat ramp at Cedar 

Bend Park also has a narrow dock extending 

perpendicularly into the river. This dock effectively 

divides the boat ramp in half. The City plans to 

raise the center dock to make it visible and usable 

when the bladder dam is inflated and also remove 

the large boulder near the ramp. These changes 

should improve access for small watercraft. Work 

on these improvements is anticipated in winter 

2019 and therefore is not included in the following 

cost estimate. 

 

  

© 2017 Pictometry 

Existing parking area at Cedar Bend Park 

N 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two written comments were received regarding Cedar Bend Park: 

• “Consider putting money into Cedar Bend boat launch or Sherwood Park boat launch - docks to get people 

on and off boats.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Please look at opening the ramp at Cedar Bend.” – Waterloo resident 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-41: Site recommendations for Cedar Bend Park 
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The most profound recommendation for Cedar Bend Park is the reduction of the total parking area. The smaller sized 

parking area is still expected to have adequate capacity for boaters at this location. Like other accesses, two 

parking islands are recommended to improve circulation and define parking spaces. The planned parking area 

includes 10 stalls for pull-through trailer parking, including one accessible stall with an adjacent 10’ x 10’ staging 

area. By reducing the total parking area, a total of 11,000 square feet of land can be reclaimed and planted with 

pollinator plantings to treat parking lot runoff. Wooden bollards are also recommended to further define the parking 

area and to limit the amount of land impacted by automobiles. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-42: Cost estimate for improvements at Cedar Bend Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 11,000 11,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 400 LF 4 1,600 

Construction Fence 488 LF 10 4,880 

Tree Removals 2 EA 1,000 2,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Excavation, Class 10 1,007 CY 10 10,065 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 203 CY 7 1,419 

Modified Subbase 510 TONS 26 13,264 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 766 TONS 26 19,916 

Imported Top Soil  201 CY 28 5,629 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 184 EA 80 14,720 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 6000 EA 4 24,000 

   SUBTOTAL 131,813 

   Contingency (10%) 13,181 

   TOTAL COST $144,995 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-43: Signage Plan for Cedar Bend Park 

 

 

 

 

  



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-57 

WATERLOO BOATHOUSE 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: none (possibly164B)  

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Advanced, portage (currently), multiple skill levels (planned) 

Next segment classification: Challenge, portage (currently), Gateway (planned) 

Distance to next access: 2.6 miles (currently), 0.5 miles (planned) 

The Waterloo Boathouse is situated in Exchange Park and is the premier boating destination in the City of Waterloo. 

The access includes a double-wide boat ramp, two docks parallel to the river, and one dock perpendicular to the 

river. The Boathouse houses rowing equipment belonging to the Waterloo Rowing Club, and it is a popular launch 

point for rowers and motorized boaters. Paddlers often take-out at this location, as it is currently the last river access 

on the Cedar River before the downtown Waterloo dam. 

Many improvements have been made to the Waterloo 

Boathouse in recent years. The City secured REAP 

funding in 2016 for recreational trail extensions, an 

overlook, a patio, and lighting around the Boathouse.  

Both parking lots were also reconstructed and striped 

to improve circulation. 

Because the City has recently completed several 

improvements to the Waterloo Boathouse, no 

additional recommendations are included in this 

document. Several recommendations were made by 

the public, however, as shown in the following section. 

  

Rowers near the Waterloo Boathouse 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Eight written comments were received regarding the Waterloo Boathouse: 

• “Install cameras at the Waterloo boathouse trailer parking lot.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Floating docks could be replaced.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Lack of adequate parking for full size trucks at Exchange/Boathouse ramp” – Waterloo resident 

• “As a member of the Waterloo Rowing Club we attach the floating (temp) docks to the posts on land to 

stabilize them. Periodically the straps have been stolen. This could be a safety concern to the general 

public.” – Cedar Falls resident 

• “Parking situation at boathouse isn't very friendly for longer trucks and trailers… The docks in front of the 

boathouse are really handy for loading and unloading from pontoon. Could use some cleats to clean the tie-

up.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Fresh water by the Boathouse would be nice as it is usually our stopping point... I would like to use the 

boathouse as a bar/grill restaurant. It would make a great way to end the trip.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Wood floating docks by the boathouse in Waterloo get a lot of kayak use as well as crew rowing because 

they are low in the water and usually don't have power boats. These docks could use some upgrades to 

decking and floats.” – Hudson resident 

• “There needs to be another dock at the Boathouse. Either just above the boat rowing dock or farther 

upstream. Need to make sure it has cleats to tie up to load people on.” – Waterloo resident 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-44: Master site plan for Waterloo Boathouse, 2016  

 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-59 

 

The master site plan for the Waterloo 

Boathouse was last revised in July 2016. 

Since then, all improvements shown have 

been completed or are near completion.  

Some variances exist between the site plan 

and the existing grounds, but the plan by-

in-large accurately reflects the 

improvements made to the site. The 

Waterloo Boathouse now directly ties into 

the Cedar Valley Lakes Trail and other 

amenities at Exchange Park. Bicycle 

parking and trash receptacles are also 

now available at the Boathouse. 

 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-45: Signage Plan for Waterloo Boathouse 

 

 

 

 

  

New improvements at the parking lot northwest of the Boathouse 

Photo: University of Northern Iowa GeoTREE Center, 2018 

#164B 

Signs at the access: 
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WATERLOO MARINA 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: None (possibly define as 164A) 

Launch type: Carry-down only (planned) 

Next segment skill level: Advanced, portage (currently), multiple skill levels (planned) 

Next segment classification: Challenge, portage (currently), Gateway (planned) 

Distance to next access: 2.1 miles (currently), 0.4 miles (planned) 

The Waterloo Marina is a planned mixed-use development which is expected to include apartments, a paddler-

oriented retail space, and a river access with amenities for paddlers. The site is situated in the far western part of 

downtown Waterloo and would become the final access before the dam hazard approximately 2,000 feet 

downriver. The site is also situated along the South Riverside Trail which connects the Cedar Valley SportsPlex and 

the Grand Crossing Apartments a few blocks away. 

Currently, the site sits undeveloped as an open parking area. The 

parcel is owned by Cedar Valley Tech Works Inc., which has 

redeveloped a former John Deere industrial site nearby. 

Due to the scale and private-public nature of this development, the 

Water Trails Master Plan does not attempt to identify every cost 

associated with developing the Waterloo Marina. However, the 

Marina development is supported by the Master Plan, and it will serve 

as a premier destination for paddlers completing their trips along the 

Gateway section of the Cedar River Water Trail. 

  

Site of planned Waterloo Marina 

N © 2017 Pictometry 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One respondent indicated they would like drinking water available at the Waterloo Marina. 

Also, as shown in Figure 3-13, several comments were received regarding river improvements in downtown areas. 

Many respondents indicated they want improved accesses, access signage, and a place to secure their boats. 

Additional suggestions by the public included the following: 

• Plaza with tables 

• Shaded areas 

• Seating and viewing areas 

• Riverside restaurants 

• Patio bar that serves drinks and food 

• Signage to restrooms, shelters, and drinking water 

• Information kiosk showing river accesses and destinations 

• Trash and recycling containers 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-46: Site recommendations for Waterloo Marina 
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Planned improvements at the Waterloo Marina site include a 

new dock area with concrete kayak launch, 10-foot-wide 

paved walkways with a staircase and accessible ramp to the 

Marina building, street trees, and colored concrete. The 

docking area will be designed to allow for the future 

installation of a kayak launch system, similar to the example 

shown to the left. 

In addition to the access improvements, the Marina itself is 

expected to include a paddler-oriented retail store and 

residential apartment units. The site may also include a 

restaurant either in the Marina building or in a separate building nearby. An outdoor patio bar would give paddlers 

a chance to cool off and relax after a long trip. Additional improvements recommended for the Marina site include 

an informational kiosk, outdoor seating area, bike racks or lockers, signage, trash and recycling bins, and public art.  

The City is also considering improvements for motorized boaters.  The proposed docking system could also be 

outfitted to accommodate transient docking for pontoons and small motorized boats. In addition, a fueling distribution 

system has also been proposed to provide fuel for motorized boats docked at the marina. A fuel pump would need 

to be situated in the levee-protected area, however, so such a system would require a long hose or some other means 

to supply the fuel. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

The following table includes preliminary costs for select improvements at the Waterloo Marina site. The cost estimate 

does not include the costs of the Marina building or specific improvements to the grounds such as patio pavers, 

signage, and bike racks. 

Figure 4-47: Preliminary cost estimate for select improvements at the Waterloo Marina site 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

6” Recreational Trail 80 SY 50 4,000 

6” Recreational Trail with Retaining Wall 160 CY 400 64,000 

6” Colored Pavement 450 SY 90 40,500 

6” PCC Driveway 300 SY 50 15,000 

Concrete Steps 500 SF 40 20,000 

Concrete Docks 250 SY 200 50,000 

Landscaping Trees 15 EA 1000 15,000 

Pedestrian Lights 10 EA 2500 25,000 

Electrical Circuit 1500 LF 10 15,000 

Kayak Launch Ramp (The Dock Doctors) 9 EA 9,000 81,000 

Earthwork 900 CY 20 18,000 

Site Restoration 1.5 AC 10,000 15,000 

Benches, Railings, Bike Racks LS 1 - 35,000 
* - Increased cost due to small quantity being installed   SUBTOTAL 397,500 

   Contingency (20%) 80,000 

   Eng & Admin (20%) 96,000 

   TOTAL COST $573,500 

 

  

Example of planned kayak launch system 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-48: Signage Plan for Waterloo Marina 

 [Insert signage map] 
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WATERLOO WHITEWATER COURSE 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: None (possibly define as 163C or 162A) 

Launch type: Carry-down only (planned) 

Next segment skill level: Advanced (currently), Intermediate (planned) 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 1.5 miles (currently), 0.3 miles (planned) 

Planning for a whitewater course in downtown Waterloo began in 2015, though discussions about a whitewater 

course began several years prior. The planned course would be integrated with the existing bladder dam, completed 

in 2012, to create a series of drop features along the eastern side of the Cedar River. These drop features would 

create a fish ladder to enable fish passage through the course. 

The existing dam was originally designed so that the eastern 

segment can be retrofitted with whitewater improvements. 

The proposed whitewater course would also utilize existing 

bridge piers as part of the design. 

Currently, a portage route exists for paddlers to circumvent 

the downtown dams. The route is nearly 2,000 feet long and 

crosses three busy streets downtown. Even more challenging, 

however, is the steep staircase at the end of the route which 

has a slope greater than 16 percent. 

 

 

Eastern segment of the dam in downtown Waterloo 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Four written comments were received regarding downtown Waterloo: 

• “Open floodwalls to improve river access and add whitewater course.” – Waterloo resident 

• “[Add] ramp below lower dam on east side” – Jesup resident 

• “Access to Cedar River Downtown Waterloo. Levee blocks access.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Improved river access in downtown Waterloo” – Cedar Falls resident 

In addition, two residents indicated they would like restrooms and drinking water in downtown Waterloo. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-49: Site recommendations for Waterloo Whitewater Course 

 

Proposed improvements for Waterloo’s whitewater course include five drop structures, shoreline improvements, an 

improved take-out between East 4th and East 5th Streets, and a concrete walkway along the river’s edge. 

Cost estimates for this project have risen from $2.6 million to $6.5 million over the course of the project development. 

One of the major costs associated with the project involves mitigating the safety hazard at the inflatable dam. Stone 

can be installed in-river along the entire length of the dam to eliminate the recirculation effect, thereby reducing the 

risk of drownings. Another significant expense would involve removal of the lower dam near the 6th Street Bridge. 

Due to the high costs associated with this project, a timeline for completion has yet to be identified. 
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SIGNAGE 

Plan for Waterloo Whitewater Course 

A detailed signage plan for the Waterloo Whitewater Course has yet to be developed due to the technical aspect 

of the proposed site. 
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PIONEER PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 163 (possibly define as 162 or 162B) 

Launch type: Carry-down only (planned) 

Next segment skill level: Intermediate 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 1.2 miles 

A new carry-down access is proposed along the Cedar Valley Lakes Trail less than a half-mile from downtown 

Waterloo. This access would become the first official access downstream of the dams downtown.  

Six cottonwood trees tower over the proposed access area. There is some concern that the trees may be situated too 

close to the levee, which could prompt the Army Corps of Engineers to call for their removal. However, the Water 

Trails Master Plan supports leaving the trees in place. Every effort to preserve the trees should be exercised as the 

project is developed.  

Water Street is an unpaved road situated along the 

back side of the levee. Parking is allowed on the 

roadway, and it can serve as the formal parking area 

for this river access. In general, the area surrounding 

Pioneer Park is relatively industrial, and Water Street 

resembles an alley or parking lot more-so than a 

street. Aesthetic improvements such as trees, plantings, 

and public art could soften this otherwise gritty area. 

There were no comments regarding Pioneer Park. 

 

Aerial view of Pioneer Park 

© 2017 Pictometry 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-52: Site recommendations for Pioneer Park 

 

The most profound improvement recommended for Pioneer Park is a series of tiered limestone blocks which will 

provide access to the river for paddlers. In addition, a paved trail is planned from the top of the levee to the back 

side of the levee where parking is available. Vegetation and other aesthetic improvements are encouraged, but costs 

are not identified in this plan.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-53: Cost estimate for improvements at Pioneer Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 450 LF 4 1,800 

Construction Fence 500 LF 10 5,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control* 17 CY 14 233 

Modified Subbase* 42 TONS 52 2,182 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8* 32 TONS 56 1,764 

Limestone Blocks 450 TONS 150 67,500 

Signage  4 EA 200 800 
* - Increased cost due to small quantity being installed   SUBTOTAL 99,279 

   Contingency (10%) 9,928 

   TOTAL COST $109,207 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-54: Signage Plan for Pioneer Park 

 [Insert signage map] 
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RIVERVIEW RECREATION AREA 

 
Shown during high river level 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 161 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 2.6 miles 

Riverview Recreation Area is the first existing river access downstream of the 

Waterloo dams for both motorists and paddlers. The river access is directly 

north of the city’s off-highway vehicle (OHV) park, a popular destination for 

riding dirt bikes and all-terrain vehicles. The access is also a short distance 

from the Riverview Recreation Area Trail, an extension of the South Riverside 

Trail. 

The river access at Riverview Recreation Area is particularly popular with 

tubers. Tubers are known to float down to the existing accesses in Evansdale 

and Gilbertville.  

The Park includes pit toilets and a shelter near the park entrance. The river 

access parking lot is an open area with a sealcoat surface.  

There were no comments regarding Riverview Recreation Area. 

 

  

N 
© 2017 Pictometry 

Riverview OHV park next to the 

river access area 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-55: Site recommendations for Riverview Recreation Area 

 

Recommendations for Riverview Recreation Area are modest. Primarily, the Master Plan recommends reconfiguring 

the open parking area using two parking islands to define parking spaces and improve circulation. The redefined 

parking area includes seven stalls for pull-through trailer parking, including one accessible stall with an adjacent 10’ 

x 10’ staging area. Pollinator plantings are recommended at the parking islands, and the City should also consider 

planting two shade trees to soften the landscape and provide shade in the open area.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-56: Cost estimate for improvements at Riverview Recreation Area 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 670 670 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 500 LF 4 2,000 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10* 547 CY 10 5,472 

Site Grading 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 525 CY 7 3,677 

Modified Subbase* 621 TONS 26 16,133 

Class A Road Stone, 6"* 621 TONS 26 16,133 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 222 EA 4 889 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 
* - Depending on condition, the existing gravel parking lot could be resurfaced.  
This cost estimate shows it as being completely redone.    
  

SUBTOTAL 69,295 

Contingency (10%) 6,929 

TOTAL COST $76,224 

 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-57: Signage Plan for Riverview Recreation Area 

 

 

 

 

  

#161 

Hawthorne Ave 

Add to existing assembly: 

Add to existing assembly: 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-73 

DEERWOOD PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Evansdale 

Access number: 159 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 7.6 miles (currently), 1.3 miles (planned) 

Deerwood Park is the premiere recreation area in the City of Evansdale. The Park includes a large camping area 

with full hook-ups for campers as well as tent camping areas.   

The Park also includes two rentable shelters, a disc golf course, two large playground areas, ball fields, and 

restrooms. Deerwood Park is situated along the River Forest Road Levee Trail which connects directly to the Cedar 

Valley Lakes Trail and Cedar 

Valley Nature Trail. 

The parking area that serves 

the boat ramp is a small, 

paved lot with limited space 

for maneuvering large 

vehicles with trailers.   

 

 

  

Playground equipment and camping area near boat ramp 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One respondent indicated they would like a restroom at Deerwood Park, presumably closer to the boat ramp. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-58: Site recommendations for Deerwood Park 

 

Above all, the main recommendation for Deerwood Park is reconfiguring the parking area. Adding two parking 

islands with pollinator plantings will help improve circulation for large vehicles with trailers and help define the 

parking area. The pollinator plantings will improve the habitat for pollinators near the boat ramp. The redefined 

parking area includes nine stalls for pull-through trailer parking, including one accessible stall with an adjacent 10’ x 

10’ staging area. Additional improvements to the parking area include a tie-down lane, a staging area, and rock or 

wood barriers around the parking area to protect the existing and proposed vegetation. 

Recommendations for Deerwood Park also include a total of 6,000 square feet of vegetation to serve as a filter strip 

between the parking lot and the Cedar River.  

  

#159 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-59: Cost estimate for improvements at Deerwood Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 9,000 9,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 293 LF 4 1,172 

Construction Fence 60 LF 10 600 

Tree Removals 3 EA 1,000 3,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Excavation, Class 10 481 CY 10 4,815 

Site Grading 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 145 CY 7 1,015 

Modified Subbase 548 TONS 26 14,252 

PCC Pavement, 5" 15,662 SF 5 78,310 

Boat Ramp 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2,800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 170 EA 80 13,600 

Signage  4 EA 200 800 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 2,667 EA 4 10,667 

   SUBTOTAL 167,451 

   Contingency (10%) 16,745 

   TOTAL COST $184,196 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-60: Signage Plan for Deerwood Park 

 

 

 

  

* - “7.6 miles to Access 151” sign should be installed immediately. After construction of Access 157 or 158, the sign should be 
updated to reflect the new closest access. 
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CEDAR TERRACE PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 158 

Launch type: Carry-down only (planned) 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 6.5 miles (currently), 0.7 miles (planned) 

The existing river access called “Cedar Terrace Park” is actually about one-quarter mile west of the park, and it is 

situated between two single-family homes.   

Cedar Terrace Park itself is a large open area with playground equipment, water fountains, and picnic tables. 

Sometimes vehicle tracks can be seen from the parking lot to the river’s edge.  A new parking area could be built in 

this area to create a new river access closer to the river. Existing trees behind the homes along Belle Street create a 

partial screen between the houses and the park. 

Unlike every other river access in Waterloo, the Cedar Terrace Park access is not situated along a paved 

recreational trail. The closest paved trail is the Cedar Valley Nature Trail, which is situated about a half-mile east. 

The former rail-trail is not directly accessible from the Cedar Terrace neighborhood, and the closest trailhead is 1.7 

miles away. There is potential for a trail spur to connect Cedar 

Terrace Park and the Cedar Valley Nature Trail, though this would 

require significant cooperation with the affected landowners.  

There were no comments regarding Cedar Terrace Park. 

  

Existing river access on Belle Street 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-61: Site recommendations for Cedar Terrace Park 

 

Recommendations for the Cedar Terrace Park river access are based on the premise of closing the existing river 

access on Belle Street and moving it to the park itself. Recommendations include extending the granular-surfaced 

driveway further into Cedar Terrace Park to create a parking area closer to the river. Wooden posts or rock barriers 

should be situated along the driveway to prevent motorists from driving onto the grassy area. 

To minimize disruption of the environment, a carry-down access is recommended with a short walking path to the 

river. As shown, the new parking area provides for 25 standard parking stalls, including one accessible stall with an 

adjacent 10’ x 10’ staging area. Unlike other carry-down accesses, this parking area would allow for vehicles with 

trailers. A 5,200 square foot filter strip is also planned in order to treat runoff from the parking lot. 

Discussions with neighborhood residents should take place before constructing the proposed improvements. Two 

properties would see noticeable changes to their existing view of the park. 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-62: Cost estimate for improvements at Cedar Terrace Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 350 LF 4 1,400 

Construction Fence 500 LF 10 5,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 1,000 1,000 

Excavation, Class 10 661 CY 10 6,611 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 202 CY 7 1,413 

Modified Subbase 508 TONS 26 13,216 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 711 TONS 26 18,476 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 32 TONS 28 884 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 212 EA 80 16,960 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 2311 EA 4 9,244 

   SUBTOTAL 105,025 

   Contingency (10%) 10,503 

   TOTAL COST $115,528 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-63: Signage Plan for Washington Park 

 [Insert signage map] 
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NEW EVANSDALE ACCESS 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Evansdale 

Access number: 157 

Launch type: Boat ramp (planned) 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 5.5 miles 

A new river access is proposed along River Road in the City of Evansdale. This site is uniquely situated between the 

Cedar Valley Nature Trail and the Cedar River. The site is also located within the Interstate 380 right-of-way owned 

by the Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT).  

In addition to recreational uses, the proposed river access would also improve response times for emergencies in the 

Cedar River. The access would effectively reduce the distance between the Evansdale and Gilbertville boat ramps 

from about 7.5 miles to 5.5 miles. 

The proposed river access has a confined footprint, and a new parking lot would not be feasible next to the 

proposed boat ramp. However, there are currently a few parking spaces along River Road. There is some open 

space further west which could allow for a small parking 

area. 

Flooding is another issue with the proposed river access 

area. During high water events, the site is almost entirely 

underwater. River Road itself does not flood, so the river is 

still accessible for emergency responders if necessary.  

There were no comments regarding the proposed access in 

Evansdale. 
© 2017 Pictometry 

Paddlers seen using the proposed river access 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-64: Site recommendations for New Evansdale Access 

 

There are numerous recommendations for the proposed river access in Evansdale. These include improved surfacing, a 

new parking area, an eight-foot-wide walking trail, a trail connection to the Cedar Valley Nature Trail, and a bike 

rack for pedal-paddle trips. 

The new parking lot, as shown, includes two parking islands which are angled to optimize traffic flow for vehicles with 

trailers. The new parking area includes six stalls suitable for pull-through trailer parking. Wooden posts or large 

stones should be used to define the new parking area, and a vegetated filter area can be added west of the 

parking area to treat runoff and improve the landscaping of the site. The planned walking path would cross River 

Road and continue east to the boat ramp. 

Along River Road, an additional paved shoulder would accommodate up to three standard-sized vehicles or one 

vehicle with a trailer. A circular driveway is planned to provide easy access to the river for boaters with trailers, and 

a staging area near the boat ramp will give paddlers space next to the boat ramp to load and unload. The new 

boat ramp will be reinforced with new class B revetments. Signage will be particularly helpful for motorists with 

trailers, as they navigate their way through the boat ramp area and the new parking area. 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-65: Cost estimate for improvements at New Evansdale Access 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 7,000 7,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 886 LF 4 3,544 

Construction Fence 455 LF 10 4,550 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Excavation, Class 10 943 CY 10 9,434 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 248 CY 7 1,737 

Modified Subbase, 6" Paved Shoulder Parking 63 TONS 26 1,638 

PCC Pavement, 5" 1,800 SF 5 9,000 

Modified Subbase 583 TONS 26 15,147 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 61 TONS 30 1,841 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 815 TONS 26 21,190 

Boat Ramp 1 LS 10,000 10,000 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2,800 

Highly-visible Crosswalk   1 EA 500 500 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 148 EA 80 11,840 

Bike Rack 1 EA 1,000 1,000 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 4,979 EA 4 19,915 

   SUBTOTAL 121,740 

   Contingency (10%) 12,174 

   TOTAL COST $133,914 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-66: Signage Plan for New Evansdale Access 
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GILBERTVILLE PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County (ramp and parking), City of Gilbertville (grounds) 

Access number: 151 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 2.1 miles 

Gilbertville Park is a river access area in the southwest end of the City of Gilbertville. The boat ramp and parking 

area are managed by the Black Hawk County Conservation board, and the grounds are managed by the City. The 

river access is adjacent to a residential neighborhood to the north and more public lands to the south. A small 

pedestrian bridge connects the river access to the public lands to the south, which include a shelter, basketball court, 

ball diamonds, a yard waste dropoff site, and the Veterans Park memorial area and splash pad.  

Despite being situated next to a residential 

neighborhood, the river access sits at a much lower 

elevation which makes construction of a pedestrian 

trail to the neighborhood cost prohibitive. The only 

way to reach the river access area and adjacent 

public lands is from Gilbertville Road. Gilbertville 

Road has no sidewalks, and it is curved which 

reduces visibility for automobile traffic. The river 

access is easy to miss for drivers unfamiliar with the 

area. Signage to the river access would be greatly 

beneficial for boaters and other water trail users. 

 
N © 2019 Pictometry Gilbertville Park river access (center) 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One written comment was received regarding Gilbertville Park: 

• “[Add] kayak docks, signage. Especially in Gilbertville. The area is hidden and hard to find.” – Evansdale 

resident 

In addition, three respondents indicated they would like fresh water, and two indicated they would like restrooms at 

Gilbertville Park. 

 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-67: Site recommendations for Gilbertville Park 
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Recommendations for Gilbertville Park involve a dramatic reconfiguration of the existing gravel parking area. This 

includes the installation of a new ramp for paddlers north of the existing boat ramp to separate paddlers and 

motorized boat traffic. Three parking islands containing pollinator plantings and a bike rack are also recommended. 

Existing trees should be preserved to help define the southernmost parking island.  

This space allows for the installation of a 10,000 square foot filter strip between the parking area and the river. 

Wooden bollards or rock barriers can be added around the parking area to limit the impact of motorized vehicles 

and to allow for drainage within the park. A tie-down lane for motorized boats, a staging area for paddlers, and a 

staging area for an accessible parking space are also recommended. 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-68: Cost estimate for improvements at Gilbertville Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 13,000 13,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 320 LF 4 1,280 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Tree Removals 4 EA 1,000 4,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 615 CY 10 6,148 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 295 CY 7 2,066 

Modified Subbase 743 TONS 26 19,322 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 1116 TONS 26 29,012 

Class B Revetment 28 TONS 50 1400 

Boat Ramp 1 LS 10000         10,000  

Paddler's Ramp 1 LS 10000         10,000  

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 336 EA 80 26,880 

Bike Rack 1 EA 1,000 1,000 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 4444 EA 4 17,778 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

   SUBTOTAL 165,906 

   Contingency (10%) 16,591 

   TOTAL COST $182,496 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-69: Signage Plan for Gilbertville Park 
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CEDAR RIVER NATURAL RESOURCE AREA 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County 

Access number: 149 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 7.0 miles 

The Cedar River Natural Resource Area is situated along Miller Creek to the southeast of the metropolitan area. 

Miller Creek Road is the only roadway through the park extending over a mile from Girsch Road to the river access. 

The road is prone to flooding, and the river access is completely underwater during flood events. The river access 

parking area can become rutted, and the usability of the boat ramp largely depends on the water level. 

Two shooting ranges are situated along Miller Creek Road on the way to the river access. Some water trail users 

unfamiliar with the area may find the shooting ranges alarming. Signage is in place near the western shooting range 

to inform travelers of the eastern shooting range. However, there is no signage to indicate there is a boat ramp 

present. There are signs to the park at 

U.S. Highway 218 and McKevette Road 

that include boat ramp symbols. 

However, additional wayfinding from 

Highway 218 to the boat ramp would 

greatly improve navigation to the river 

access. 

There were no comments regarding the 

Cedar River Natural Resource Area. 

 Signage to trap/skeet shooting range on Miller Creek Road 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-70: Site recommendations for Cedar River Natural Resource Area 

 

The primary recommendation for the river access at the Cedar River Natural Resource Area is reconfiguring the 

parking lot and expanding it to improve traffic flow and access to the boat ramp. Wooden bollard or rock barriers 

are recommended around the perimeter of the parking area along with two parking islands to define the parking 

spaces. Pollinator plantings, one staging area, and a bike rack are also recommended at this location. A tie-down 

lane can also be created alongside the main driveway.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-71: Cost estimate for improvements at Cedar River Natural Resource Area 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 8,500 8,500 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 245 LF 4 980 

Construction Fence 310 LF 10 3,100 

Tree Removals 1 LS 15,000 15,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 492 CY 10 4,919 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 296 CY 7 2,074 

Modified Subbase 373 TONS 26 9,697 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 560 TONS 26 14,560 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 165 EA 80 13,200 

Bike Rack 1  EA 1,000 1,000 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Shade Trees 2 EA 350 700 

   SUBTOTAL 99,550 

   Contingency (10%) 9,955 

   TOTAL COST $109,505 

 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-72: Signage Plan for Cedar River Natural Resource Area 
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CEDAR RIVER ACCESS 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County 

Access number: 141A 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 0.3 miles 

Cedar River Access is a standalone access area along the river’s northern shoreline. During high water events, the 

parking area and boat ramp are completely underwater. However, when the river level is low, this is a popular river 

access for boaters. For paddlers, this access can serve as a take-out for those beginning their trip upriver or as a put-

in for those paddling into Benton County. Unlike other river 

accesses south of the metropolitan area, there is no bike 

trail near Cedar River Access. 

The parking area can become rutted with tire tracks after 

rain or flood events. The edges of the parking area are 

lined by large stones that prevent further wear by vehicles. 

There were no comments regarding Cedar River Access. 

 

  
Large stones line the edge of the existing parking lot. 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-73: Site recommendations for Cedar River Access 

 

Recommendations for Cedar River Access are consistent with other access area recommendations throughout the 

County. Two parking islands are recommended to define the parking spaces and improve access to the boat ramp 

for vehicles with trailers. Two staging areas are recommended, one for paddlers near the boat ramp, and the other 

to create an accessible parking space. A tie-down lane is recommended along the northern edge of the parking 

area. Lastly, a 5,000 square foot filter strip is recommended between the parking area and the river. 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-74: Cost estimate for improvements at Cedar River Access 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization  1 LS 9,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout  280 LF 4 

Construction Fence  60 LF 10 

Clearing & Grubbing  1 LS 1,000 

Excavation, Class 10  566 CY 10 

Site Grading  1 LS 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control  171 CY 7 

Modified Subbase  429 TONS 26 

Class A Road Stone, 6"  645 TONS 26 

Class B Revetment  56 TONS 50 

Boat Ramp  1 LS 10000 

LED Solar Light   1 EA 12,420 

Bollards  198 EA 80 

Signage   3 EA 200 

Shade Tree  3 EA 350 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C.  2222 EA 4 

   SUBTOTAL 103,101 

   Contingency (10%) 10,310 

   TOTAL COST $113,411 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-75: Signage Plan for Cedar River Access 
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MCFARLANE PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: Black Hawk County 

Access number: 141B 

Launch type: Boat ramp 

Next segment skill level: Beginner 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 5.5 miles 

McFarlane Park is a 150-acre county park featuring the southernmost campground in Black Hawk County. The Park 

has several amenities including a shelter, shower house, restrooms, basketball court, disc golf, and playground 

equipment. The Cedar Valley Nature Trail passes through McFarlane Park near the park entrance, making it an ideal 

take-out access for pedal-paddle trips. 

The river access includes a large dirt parking area prone to rutting. In contrast to Cedar River Access (#141A), the 

access at McFarlane Park is popular when river levels are higher. The two accesses pair well together, providing 

access to the river in a variety of conditions. 

However, both access areas are still prone to 

flooding. 

McFarlane Park is the final river access along the 

Cedar River in Black Hawk County. The next 

access is the Mt. Auburn Boat Ramp in the 

Winegar Wildlife Area in Benton County, less than 

one-eighth mile from the county boundary. 

There were no public comments regarding 

McFarlane Park. 

  Truck with trailer parked at McFarlane Park river access 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-76: Site recommendations for McFarlane Park

 

Recommendations for McFarlane Park include creating two parking islands to define the parking spaces and improve 

traffic circulation, adding two staging areas and a tie-down lane, installing a bike rack, and planting an 800 square 

foot filter strip. A unique recommendation for McFarlane Park is the potential installation of a J-hook or straight vane 

structure which would help maintain a pool of water at the boat ramp. 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-77: Cost estimate for improvements at McFarlane Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 8,000 8,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 336 LF 4 1,344 

Construction Fence 40 LF 10 400 

Tree Removals 10 EA 1,000 10,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 415 CY 10 4,151 

Site Grading 1 LS 2,500 2,500 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 125 CY 7 875 

Modified Subbase 315 TONS 26 8,184 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 473 TONS 26 12,288 

Class B Revetment 56 TONS 50 2800 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 92 EA 80 7,360 

Bike Rack 1 EA 1,000 1,000 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 711 EA 4 2,844 

   SUBTOTAL 79,766 

   Contingency (10%) 7,977 

   TOTAL COST $87,743 
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SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-78: Signage Plan for McFarlane Park 

 

Five County Arrohead signs to McFarlane Park are installed in La Porte City. Installing additional Water Trails 

signage is not recommended at these locations primarily due to right-of-way constraints and also sign pollution.  

These locations are shown on Figure 4-78 as squares. 
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FRANCK PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Hudson 

Access number: 15 

Launch type: Carry-down only 

Next segment skill level: Advanced 

Next segment classification: Wilderness 

Distance to next access: 7.0 miles 

Franck Park is a small triangular shaped park immediately off of Highway 58. While the park is owned City of 

Hudson, the carry-down launch is situated in the state highway right-of-way. There are no defined parking spaces in 

the park and maneuvering a vehicle can be challenging when others are present. There is a risk of parked cars 

becoming boxed in. 

Water trail access signs and wayfinding signs are already installed for Franck Park. The park entrance can be 

difficult to locate, however, especially for first-time visitors. The gravel driveway is shared for about 20 feet with a 

private residence and could be mistaken for private property. Trees along the property line can obscure the park 

entrance, particularly for northbound traffic. The posted speed limit for this area ranges from 45 to 55 mph. 

While the Franck Park access has a relatively small footprint, Black Hawk Creek runs through Hudson for a 

considerable distance. The land immediately surrounding Franck Park is privately owned. Further downstream, the 

creek runs past the municipal golf course and undeveloped land owned by Black Hawk County Conservation. Much of 

this land is prone to flooding, including Franck Park. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two written comments were received regarding Franck Park: 

• “Would like to see a concrete put in at Franck Park.” – Hudson resident 
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• “[There’s] no developed access at Hudson” – Waterloo resident 

In addition, one respondent said they would like drinking water at Franck Park. 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-79: Site recommendations for Franck Park 

 

Recommendations for Franck Park aim to preserve its Wilderness classification. A gravel parking area is 

recommended which allows for up to 12 designated parking spaces, though fewer may be desired. Large rocks or 

wood bollards are recommended along the driveway and parking area. A shelter is also recommended, though it 

would need to be built to withstand regular flooding. A “NoTrailers” sign is recommended due to the park’s tight 

configuration. A staging area for loading and unloading is also recommended near the existing trail and launch. 

These recommendations do not include construction of a new boat ramp, because the location of a new ramp has not 

yet been determined. Utility lines are buried near the existing launch. 

In addition to the recommendations above, the Water Trail Master Plan supports any effort to improve visibility to 

the entrance of Franck Park and any future parks along Black Hawk Creek in Hudson. Furthermore, the Master Plan 

supports property acquisition along the creek in Hudson to create new recreational areas and expand public access 

to the creek. Lastly, a paved right-turn pocket along Highway 58 would improve traffic flow and navigation to the 

access for southbound traffic.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-80: Cost estimate for improvements at Franck Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 13,900 13,900 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 205 LF 4 820 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Tree Removals 10 EA 1,000 10,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 369 CY 10 3,689 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 111 CY 7 778 

Modified Subbase 280 TONS 26 7,273 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 2 TONS 28 67 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 413 TONS 26 10,725 

Class B Revetment 28 TONS 50 1400 

Park Shelter 1 LS 75000 75000 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 76 EA 80 6,080 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 3556 EA 4 14,222 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

   SUBTOTAL 167,974 

   Contingency (10%) 16,797 

   TOTAL COST $184,771 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-103 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-81: Signage Plan for Franck Park 

 

The original signage in Franck Park was developed in 2009. As signs are replaced, the Next Downstream Launch sign 

should be updated to reflect the mileage shown in this plan. 
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RANCHERO ROAD 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 8 

Launch type: Carry-down only 

Next segment skill level: Intermediate 

Next segment classification: Wilderness 

Distance to next access: 5.4 miles 

The Ranchero Road access is a small triangular shaped park immediately north of Ranchero Road, west of State 

Highway 63. The land on which the access is situated is owned and maintained by the City of Waterloo and is part 

of the greater 1,100-acre Katoski Greenbelt. There are no defined parking spaces in the access and maneuvering a 

vehicle can be challenging when others are present, however, there are two additional parking lots about 1,000 feet 

from the access. The Cedar Prairie Pedestrian Trial, Black Hawk Creek, and an unnamed drainage channel fragment 

the parcel upon which the access is situated. The walking trail to the access can become muddy and hard to navigate 

after wet weather. Proximity to the Cedar Prairie Pedestrian Trail, which passes directly through the access area, 

making this an ideal access for pedal paddle opportunities. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

One written comment was received regarding the Ranchero Road access area: 

• “[There’s] trash dumping at kayak access on Ranchero.” – Waterloo resident 

In addition, three residents indicated they would like drinking water, and one indicated they would like restrooms at 

the Ranchero Road access area. 

 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-105 

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-82: Site recommendations for Ranchero Road 

 

Recommendations for the Ranchero Road Access would aim to preserve its Wilderness classification. A granular 

parking area is recommended to include an area for trailer parking as well as the addition of a staging area and 

bike rack or locker next to the existing access area, pedestrian trail, and launch. Included in the recommendation for 

the Ranchero Road Access parking area is an ADA accessible parking stall with its own staging area. Large rocks or 

wood bollards are recommended along the perimeter of the parking area with a 70’ by 10’ buffer of pollinator 

plantings separating the parking area from Ranchero Road.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-83: Cost estimate for improvements at Ranchero Road 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 3,000 3,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 300 LF 4 1,200 

Construction Fence 150 LF 10 1,500 

Tree Removals 5 EA 1,000 5,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 227 CY 10 2,265 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 68 CY 7 478 

Modified Subbase 172 TONS 26 4,466 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 23 TONS 28 652 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 211 TONS 26 5,495 

Class B Revetment 28 TONS 50 1400 

Bollards 60 EA 80 4,800 

Bike Rack 1 EA 1,000 1,000 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 311 EA 4 1,244 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

Mobilization 1 LS 3,000 3,000 

   SUBTOTAL 55,521 

   Contingency (10%) 5,552 

   TOTAL COST $61,073 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-107 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-84: Signage Plan for Ranchero Road 
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HOPE MARTIN PARK 

 

Jurisdiction: City of Waterloo 

Access number: 2 

Launch type: Carry-down only 

Next segment skill level: Intermediate 

Next segment classification: Recreational 

Distance to next access: 1.8 miles 

Hope Martin Park is located within the city limits of Waterloo and is easily accessible from U.S. Highway 63 by way 

of Fletcher Avenue. The 150-acre park boasts the greatest number of amenities of any access along Black Hawk 

Creek, including play equipment, a picnic shelter, water fountains, restrooms, picnic tables, and an open grassy area.  

The Singing Bird Lakes lie adjacent to Black Hawk Creek in the north-western corner of Hope Martin Park and 

provide another opportunity for fishing, bird watching, and relaxation. Hope Martin Park was mentioned numerous 

times by members of the public during the public input meetings. Because of its open space and proximity to 

surrounding neighborhoods, the access at Hope Martin Park presents an ideal location for visible improvements and 

promotional amenities such as signage, public art, and infrastructure.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Four written comments were received regarding Hope Martin Park: 

• “Hope Martin Park slab is being undercut by current.” – Hudson resident 

• “Difficult to access water (ramp slope) at Hope Martin Park” – Waterloo resident  

• “Hope Martin Park ramp is close to awful.” – Waterloo resident 

• “Hope Park access could be larger/easier to access.” – Waterloo resident 

In addition, one respondent indicated they would like drinking water, one indicated they would like restrooms, and 

one indicated there are maintenance issues at Hope Martin Park. 
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SITE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 4-85: Site recommendations for Hope Martin Park 

 

Recommendations for parking improvements at the Hope Martin Park Access include a granular surface road and 

parking area with up to 20 full size parking spaces, trailer parking, and a roundabout for improved traffic 

circulation. The center of the roundabout could offer opportunities for the inclusion of native plantings and filtration 

from vehicle runoff. A staging area and trail to access the launch are also recommended to improve navigating the 

sandy soil and steep slope leading to the launch. Wood or rock bollards are recommended to define the border of 

the granular surface road and parking area.  

The Hope Martin Park Access would benefit from shoreline improvements as the existing launch has been observed to 

be subject to undercutting and erosion.  
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COST ESTIMATE 

Figure 4-86: Cost estimate for improvements at Hope Martin Park 

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total 

Mobilization 1 LS 7,000 7,000 

Wattle Installation, Removal, Cleanout 150 LF 4 600 

Construction Fence 100 LF 10 1,000 

Tree Removals 3 EA 1,000 3,000 

Clearing & Grubbing 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Excavation, Class 10 461 CY 10 4,611 

Site Grading 1 LS 5,000 5,000 

Compaction with Moisture & Density Control 139 CY 7 972 

Modified Subbase 350 TONS 26 9,091 

Limestone Chips, 3" IDOT Gradation #8 25 TONS 28 711 

Class A Road Stone, 6" 474 TONS 26 12,331 

Class B Revetment 28 TONS 50 1400 

LED Solar Light  1 EA 12,420 12,420 

Bollards 342 EA 80 27,360 

Bike Rack 1 EA 1,000 1,000 

Native Plant Plugs @ 1.5' O.C. 4078 EA 4 16,311 

Signage  3 EA 200 600 

   SUBTOTAL 108,406 

   Contingency (10%) 10,841 

   TOTAL COST $119,247 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black Hawk County Water Trails Master Plan | Page 4-111 

SIGNAGE 

Figure 4-87: Signage Plan for Hope Martin Park 
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CEDAR VALLEY PADDLERS TRAIL 

 

The Cedar Valley Paddlers Trail provides a truly unique experience for paddling enthusiasts. With 8.4 mies of water 

trial and 1.6 miles of portage spanning 6 separate lakes and the Cedar River, the Cedar Valley Paddlers trail is 

remisce of a Boundary Waters expedition. 4 of the trail’s lakes (Alice Wyth Lake, Fisher Lake, George Wyth 

Lake,and Brinker Lake) are situated in George Wyth State Park on the northeast side of the Cedar River. The 

remaining 2 lakes (Lake Manatt and Shirley Lake) are located in the Hartman Nature Reserve Center on the 

southwest side of the Cedar River, an entity of the Black Hawk County Conservation Board. Each lake is unique and 

diverse, providing wonderful fishing, boating, and wildlife viewing.  

Another attractive feature of this trail is the loop aspect. The course offers rewarding experiences for a variety of 

skill levels and ages. Within the main loop, paddlers will enjoy smaller secondary loops and can start and finish at 

the same location without back tracking. 

Othe features include outstandng camping facilities, connection to an 80 mile network of hard surfaced trails, two 

state cultural districts, shopping, dining, and award-winning events and attractions that create a total package that 

outdoor recreationalists will find hard to resist. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Written comments were received regarding the Cedar Valley Paddlers Trail: 

• “It would be nice to have the portage put-in and take-out points improved to be less steep and better 

footing (particularly at the take-out from Alice Wyth to the Cedar River)… I assume this could be 

accomplished by some grading work, rip rap at the side slopes, and sand fill from the water line to the top 

of the slope.  Then it could be incorporated with the mowing/weed maintenance around the parks… The 

portage between Alice Wyth and the Cedar River would ideally have some sort of path.   When I’ve done 

it (a month or so ago was the latest) it was pretty much mud for a lot of what I determined to be the best 

path.” – Waterloo resident 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although architectural site plan recommendations and cost estimates were not gathered for the Cedar Valley 

Paddlers Trail, the area would benefit from a number of considerations. 

• Add additional signage for Fisher Lake to Alice Wyth Lake portage 

• Alice Wyth Lake to Cedar River signage 

• Sign to Shirey Lake 

• Define portages from Shirey Lake to Lake Manatt to Cedar River 

• Define portages from Cedar River to Brinker Lake 

• Add signage from Brinker Lake to George Wyth Lake 
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ADDITIONAL AREAS OF INTEREST 

 

LA PORTE CITY 

La Porte City is currently developing two river accesses along Wolf Creek, a tributary to the Cedar River not 

included in the Master Plan project scope.  These local efforts are supported by the Water Trails Master Plan, even 

though Wolf Creek is not a candidate for State Water Trails designation at this time.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


