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PUSHPIN ACTIVITY MAP 
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SURVEY FORM 
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DRAWING ACTIVITY 
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APPENDIX B: WRITTEN SURVEY RESPONSES 

RESPONSES RELATED TO DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENTS  
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RESPONSES RELATED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
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OTHER COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS, OR CONCERNS 
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APPENDIX C: BIRD SPECIES IDENTIFIED 

ALONG THE WATER TRAILS 

BIRD SPECIES INDEX 

Species Species Species 

Canada Goose Bald Eagle Tree Swallow 

Trumpeter Swan Red-shouldered Hawk Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

Wood Duck Red-tailed Hawk Purple Martin 

Blue-winged Teal Great Horned Owl Barn Swallow 

Mallard Barred Owl Cliff Swallow 

Canvasback Belted Kingfisher Cedar Waxwing 

Hooded Merganser Red-headed Woodpecker White-breasted Nuthatch 

Wild Turkey Red-bellied Woodpecker Brown Creeper 

Gray Partridge Downy Woodpecker Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Ring-necked Pheasant Hairy Woodpecker House Wren 

Pied-billed Grebe Northern Flicker Sedge Wren 

Rock Pigeon Pileated Woodpecker Marsh Wren 

Eurasian Collared-Dove American Kestrel Gray Catbird 

Mourning Dove Great Crested Flycatcher Brown Thrasher 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Eastern Kingbird European Starling 

Black-billed Cuckoo Eastern Wood-Pewee Eastern Bluebird 

Common Nighthawk Willow Flycatcher Wood Thrush 

Eastern Whip-poor-will Least Flycatcher American Robin 

Chimney Swift Eastern Phoebe House Sparrow 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Bell’s Vireo House Finch 

American Coot Yellow-throated Vireo American Goldfinch 

Sandhill Crane Warbling Vireo Grasshopper Sparrow 

Killdeer Red-eyed Vireo Lark Sparrow 

American Woodcock Loggerhead Shrike Chipping Sparrow 

Spotted Sandpiper Blue Jay Field Sparrow 

Great Blue Herron American Crow Vesper Sparrow 

Green Herron Black-capped Chickadee Henslow’s Sparrow 

Turkey Vulture Tufted Titmouse Savannah Sparrow 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Horned Lark Song Sparrow 

Cooper’s Hawk Bank Swallow Swamp Sparrow 

Eastern Towhee Bobolink Eastern Meadowlark 

Orchard Oriole Baltimore Oriole Western Meadowlark 

Red-winged Blackbird Brown-headed Cowbird Common Grackle 

Ovenbird Common Yellowthroat American Redstart 

Yellow Warbler Scarlet Tanager Northern Cardinal 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
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APPENDIX D: INTERPRETIVE ACCOUNT OF 

CEDAR RIVER BY DR. JAMES PEASE 

Excerpt from  

Report to IDNR River Programs 

Interpretive and Informal Biological Reconnaissance 

Submitted by: 

James Pease, Ph.D. 

Date Submitted:  8 July 2014 Dates Surveyed:  June 11-14 and 18, 2014 

CFS average during this time period:  5300 cfs on June 11-14, 10,000 cfs on June 18 

 

JANESVILLE CITY PARK ACCESS TO WASHINGTON UNION ACCESS  

UTM Beginning: 0543769 E – 4722011 N 

UTM End:  0541334 E - 4718004 N 

Approximate mileage:  4 miles 

Description of this section:  After putting in at the Janesville park, a small riffle is just downstream which may 

provide problems for beginning paddlers, especially at lower water levels.  Two bridges, a RR and a highway, are 

downstream from there in Janesville and paddlers are advised to avoid the bridge abutments.  If paddlers wish to 

avoid these hazards altogether, they may put in at a small city park on the south end of Janesville. 

A large beach on the inside of the riverbend just south of Janesville has both mussel litter and human litter.  A locally 

organized clean-up would enhance the beach and the town’s relationship with the river. There are several beaches 

along this stretch and mussel shells are common on them, as are turtles, killdeer, and other beach birds.  Some tree 

and bank swallows are found foraging over the river.  

The middle ½ mile of this reach is nicely wooded with bottomland hardwoods.  Bald eagles, herons, red-tailed 

hawks, turkey vultures, barred owls and even a few wood pewees are seen along this 4 mile stretch.  However, there 

are significant stretches before and after that—especially in the last 2 miles above the Washington-Union Access—

where grazing significantly impacts the riparian zone and the river.  Honey locust trees dominate the bottomland 

pasture and cattle accessing the river for water break down the banks along the river.  The absence of grass cover 

near the water contributes significantly to soil erosion of the banks.  Another contributing factor has been that this is 

the junction of two rivers, the Cedar and the Shell Rock, that have undergone extensive flooding several times in the 

last decade.  Still, grazing is the primary factor in the forest cover—or lack thereof—along the river in the last 2 

miles above Washington-Union Access. 

Several rather ramshackle cabins are found along the river, as well.   

Major vegetation groups along the reach:  The vegetation varies widely in this section of river, depending primarily 

on whether or not there is grazing taking place.  In much of the upper half of the stretch, there is typical lowland 

hardwood woodland, with silver maple, cottonwoods, willow and some boxelder, with elms next to the water and 

walnut, some ash, hackberry, and oaks on benches farther above the water.  The lower half of this section has been 
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and still is grazed heavily by cattle.  While a few large swamp white oaks, silver maple, hackberry, and 

cottonwoods tell what the forest along here used to look like, it is now dominated by small and large honey locust 

trees, thistles and other inedible species in the understory.   

Notable hazards and locations: 

Riffle just downstream of put-in at Janesville may prove hazardous at lower water levels. 

Notable landmarks and locations:   

Alternate put-in at small Janesville City Park on south end of Janesville:  UTM 0543912 E – 4720889 N 

Adult bald eagle:  0543150 E – 4719456 N 

Adult bald eagle:  0542739 E – 4718586 N 

Shell Rock River joins the Cedar just above the Washington-Union Access. 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Grazing, woodlands, wildlife, and rivers—the relationship between them. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Gateway or Recreational  

 

WASHINGTON UNION ACCESS TO BLACK HAWK PARK ACCESS  

UTM Beginning:  0541334 E - 4718004 N 

UTM End:  0542279 E – 4713020 N 

Approximate mileage:  5.1 miles 

Description of this section:  Beginning just below the Washington-Union Access, the river passes beneath the W. 

Cedar Wapsi Road steel span bridge and the landscape changes dramatically.  Owing, in large measure, to the 

property destruction that resulted from the 2008 flood, there is now primarily publicly-owned land along the next 7 

miles of river.  All of this stretch of river is part of Black Hawk Park, owned and operated by the Black Hawk County 

Conservation Board.  As a result, it has a wildness that is rivaled only by the stretch from North Cedar Park to Cedar 

Bend in Bremer County.  It contains a broad floodplain of bottomland hardwood forest, numerous beaches on the 

insides of the numerous river meanders, and abundant wildlife. 

Because the Shell Rock joins the Cedar just above Washington-Union Access, the water volume was nearly doubled on 

the day I paddled this stretch.  The flooding and allowing the river to do what rivers do, have led to the creation of 

alternate channels in several locations, leaving islands both large and small.  Turtles, great blue and green herons, 

deer, raccoons and other wildlife make use of the smaller backwaters, making exploration of them exciting.  A wide 

variety of songbirds make use of the woodlands all along this stretch, including warblers, vireos, grosbeaks, orioles, 

wrens, catbirds, flycatchers, and many other songbirds.  Similarly, beaches reside on the inside bends of turns in the 

river and mussel shells, shorebirds and an abundance of turtles—especially soft shelled—make use of them.   

Because a shooting range is near the access at Black Hawk Park, paddlers need to be made aware of it.  It can be 

heard up to 1 mile upriver.  Paddlers need to understand that it is a safe and well-maintained range so that they 

don’t think someone is shooting at them. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach:  This entire stretch of river is typical bottomland hardwood forest, with 

silver maple dominating near the water, allowing some cottonwoods, box elder, elms, and willows to pop through.  It 
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is vegetated to the water’s edge and, where sunlight is sufficient, riverbank grapes and poison ivy vines drape nearly 

into the water.  On benches 4-6 feet above the water, walnuts, hackberry, ash, swamp white oaks, and a few 

Kentucky coffee trees are found.  Elderberry and gray dogwood are common in openings.  While a few honey 

locusts can also be found in this location, they are common only in small areas. 

Notable hazards and locations: 

Transmission lines cross the river:  0541487 E - 4715625 N 

Notable landmarks and locations: 

Adult bald eagle (soaring): 0541733 E – 4714342 N 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Public land and wildlife.  Why public ownership benefits us all. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Recreational 

 

BLACK HAWK PARK ACCESS TO ISLAND PARK ACCESS 

UTM Beginning:  0542279 E – 4713020 N 

UTM End:  0544942 E – 4710150 N (beach at Island Park) 

Approximate mileage:  4.8 miles 

Description of this section:  This section is one of transition, changing from the wildness of the river in Black Hawk 

Park to the urban river of Cedar Falls and Waterloo.  Approximately half of this section is in each of the two zones.   

The access at Black Hawk Park has water, picnic tables, a picnic shelter, vault toilets, and garbage cans, and the 

camping area of the park is not far from this access.  There is ample parking, as well.  Around the first bend of the 

river, paddlers will find the Black Hawk Park Campground on the left side of the river.  It is possible, with some 

careful footwork, to put in or take out there as well (UTM:  0542628 E – 4712057 N).  Many quiet backwaters, 

alternate channels, and islands continue to be a part of this portion of the river.  Cabins appear as soon as the park 

land ends along the left side of the river and become homes as we approach closer to Cedar Falls.  This section of 

the river is popular with anglers—in johnboats and on the shoreline—and with other water recreationists on jet-skis, 

pontoon boats, and speedboats in the mile just above the dam.  If paddlers stay close to the right shore, they can 

avoid much of the traffic and still see wildlife and wild land on that side of the river.  In fact, about ¼ mile above the 

Island Park Access, paddlers can duck into the shallow backwaters of an island on river right and share it with geese, 

bachelor mallards, cedar waxwings, orioles, blue flag iris, blooming dogwoods, butterflies, dragonflies, bees and 

turtles.  It is a fitting end to a beautiful stretch of river. 

Paddlers must be certain to get out of the river at Island Park to avoid the dangerous dam just below that point.  

There are two boat ramps, but if they are busy, paddlers can take out at the beach just below the ramps. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach:  Vegetation along the first half of this stretch is the same bottomland 

hardwood forest as is found in the previous stretch.  When cabins and private land occurs along the river, of course, it 

changes to rip-rapped shoreline—some of it using rock rather than cement waste—with scattered trees and mowed 

lawns.  

Notable hazards and locations: 

The dam at Cedar Falls definitely must be avoided and a take out and portage at Island Park are necessary. 
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Notable landmarks and locations: 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Transitioning a river, and ourselves, from rural to urban. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Gateway to Recreational 

 

ISLAND PARK PORTAGE TO GATEWAY PARK ACCESS TO WASHINGTON PARK ACCESS 

TO GEORGE WYTH PARK ACCESS TO HARTMAN RESERVE ACCESS (NEW)  

UTM Beginning:  0545643 E - 4709805 N (Gateway Park—just south of Main St. bridge) 

UTM End:  0550226 E – 4707667 N (new Hartman Reserve access off Exit 184 from Hwy 218) 

Approximate mileage:  .5 to 1 mile portage, then 4 miles to new Hartman Reserve Access 

Description of this section:  While it is possible to put in at Tourists Park, which is closer to Island Park, the put it 

below the dam requires portaging a boat through a narrow woodland trail, lined with poison ivy, to eventually find a 

small sand inlet.  The park and the inlet are popular with local young people and it is amply littered with beer cans, 

pop cans, bottles, and other paraphernalia.  Tourists Park does have parking and a small picnic shelter, but is a disk 

golf course and appeals to a younger urban crowd (and thus the litter, even on the disk golf course!).  I recommend 

that paddlers who have access to a vehicle to transport paddlecraft put in at Gateway Park, a bit farther 

downstream.  Gateway has parking, restrooms, and a ramp to enable put-in.  The only disadvantage is that 

immediately below the put-in, there are some challenging riffles and a small wall on river left.  So it is necessary to 

cross immediately to river right, and that may be difficult for some paddlers.  Standing waves in the area may 

necessitate a skirt for some paddlers or at least waterproof protection for cameras, etc.  (Note:  putting in at Tourists 

Park would not avoid these riffles, either, but rather would add some more upstream.)   

Paddlers wishing to avoid this area altogether could put it farther downstream at Washington Park (UTM 0546386 E 

– 4708941 N) on river right.  Since most will not portage on foot anyway, I’d recommend this as a better access for 

most folks.  There is an existing boat ramp there and the park is owned and managed by the City of Cedar Falls and 

the slopes are gentle.  Some negotiation with the city will be necessary to put in an official access, but it would be 

safer and more usable for most paddlers. 

Once the paddler passes under the busy Hwy 58 bridge and the bike/pedestrian bridge just below it, the city is 

quickly left behind.  Cliff swallow nests decorate the undersides of both bridges.  The wooded slopes of Cedar Falls 

and the expanded woodlands of George Wyth State Park and Hartman Reserve quickly turn this urban paddle into 

a pleasant paddle through Iowa wildness.  The bottomland hardwood forest holds a variety of birds and other 

wildlife.  Spotted sandpipers and killdeer occupy the beaches, while turtles bask on the logs.  Orioles, wrens, wood 

pewees, and other woodland birds call from the woods along the shoreline.  The public land means that the riparian 

zone is wide, allowing deep woodland birds like scarlet tanagers and red-eyed vireos and other wildlife to be 

common, despite the urban location.  Deer, foxes, squirrels and woodchucks are all common.  Bike trails are found 

along both sides of the river and at least one interpretive sign is found along it near Hartman.  It would be an 

excellent area to promote a Peddlers and Paddlers meeting point, making each aware of the other’s trails.  At 

George Wyth Park, an old, now abandoned, boat ramp is present along the bike trail at the “Pickles Place” gazebo, 

another place where Peddlers and Paddlers might be made aware of each other through interpretive signage.  A 

camping area at George Wyth might also be made available to paddlers who wish to camp overnight, though no 

ramp or beach exists at the camping area at the present for paddlers to land.  Perhaps a camping spot or two could 

be created and reserved for paddlers.  The George Wyth Park ramp also intersects with the bike trail and is an 

excellent area for interpretive signage that can impact the knowledge of both peddlers and paddlers. 
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The inside bend of the river is Hartman Reserve and, like most riverbends, a beach area is attractive to both humans 

and wildlife.  Some mussel shells on the beach reveal their presence in the river, and crows, geese, mallards, 

blackbirds, killdeer and sandpipers make use of the sand area.  Spiny softshells, snappers, and other turtles bask on 

this beach, as well. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach: 

Typical bottomland forest of silver maple, cottonwoods, and willow dominates near the water, while on upland slopes 

walnuts, basswoods, and oaks punctuate the canopy.   

Notable hazards and locations: 

The hazards in the water below the Gateway Park Access are considerable and should only be undertaken by 

experienced paddlers. 

Notable landmarks and locations: 

The previous ramp at Hartman Reserve no longer exists as an access.  Due to the 2008 flood and resulting FEMA 

acquisitions, Hartman added a number of acres to its holdings that were previously private land.  As a result, they 

closed the access road off  and moved it to the new location, just north and east of Hwy 218, Exit 184. 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Wildness in the midst of an urban environment 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Challenge if one puts in at Gateway Park.  Recreational if accessed at 

Washington Park. 

 

HARTMAN RESERVE ACCESS (NEW) TO CEDAR BEND PARK (BH CO.) TO EXCHANGE 

PARK ACCESS (LAST TAKE-OUT IN DOWNTOWN WATERLOO) 

UTM Beginning:  0550226 E – 4707667 N (new Hartman Reserve access off Exit 184 from Hwy 218, Greenhill 

Road) 

UTM End:  0553542 E – 4706190 N (Exchange Park Access) 

Approximate mileage:  3.7 miles   

Description of this section:  The new access is easier to find than the previous Hartman Reserve Access (now closed) 

but is also more urban.  It is right next to the noise of Hwy 218.  This short stretch is an interesting urban/rural 

combination.  The noise of the highway quickly fades as trees absorb the din as one moves downriver and into the 

bend of Cedar Bend.  Much of the shoreline is rip-rapped with waste concrete, probably a remnant of the cabins that 

once existed along much of this area.  As a result of flood buyouts over the last decade, few of the cabins or houses 

that were once a staple of this stretch are now here.  Remnant stairs, private ramps, etc. reveal where they once 

stood.  It appears that some few landowners have maintained their ownership of the land, now using temporary 

campers, RVs, etc. instead of cabins, to enjoy their riverbottom property.  The Waterloo levee system begins about .4 

mile southeast of the Hartman Reserve access, directly south of where the river takes the large horseshoe bend to the 

north.  A somewhat confusing rock reef juts northeast into the river at that point also, seemingly encouraging the 

river—and paddlers—to take the bend north.  Water from the bottomlands to the northwest also contribute water 

and wildness to the area. 
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The Cedar Bend area of the river is heavily forested with bottomland forest.  Deer, great blue herons, green herons, 

belted kingfishers, great crested flycatchers, woodpeckers, swallows, and other river critters where all seen easily in 

this area. 

As one reaches the northernmost bend in the river, the Waterloo levee on the northwest side of the city is visible from 

the river.  At first just appearing as a rip-rapped area beyond the bottomland trees, the trees disappear and the 

levee (with the bike trail on its top) comes into full view along the eastern side of Cedar Bend.  Cedar Bend Park and 

its access are evident on the east (left) side of the river.  On the Cedar Bend island, a slough reaches back into the 

center of the island, beginning about halfway down the eastern side of the island.  A paddle back into this quiet 

backwater is a great experience in discovering wildlife of this area. 

As the river turns back to the east and into downtown Waterloo, there is an interesting contrast in land use which must 

have some fascinating background story.  On river right is an area with stone docks and steps and patios that once 

must have held several expensive riverfront homes.  They are gone now but the remnant stone waterfront remains.  

Across the river on river left an active neighborhood of modest homes persists on the river side of the levee, most with 

boat docks in front along the river.  Both, I am sure, were equally flooded in the floods of the last decade, yet one 

neighborhood apparently didn’t take the buyouts.  Evidence of the most recent high water of summer 2014 was not 

hard to find.  The background story is a mystery to me but I suspect is an interesting bit of Waterloo lore and politics. 

As the river bends to the east and towards downtown Waterloo, it becomes fully an urban river.  The noise from 

industry to the south (John Deere works?) is constant, traffic over the nearby roads and bridges is constant, and the 

flood walls that line the river through downtown Waterloo are visible in the distance.  Yet the land along the river is 

still wild on the left, the non-manicured part of Exchange Park.  The dense willows along the river house at least two 

beaver homes that I found, probably unknown to the park personnel and the neighborhood.  Kingfishers also rattle 

along the river here, finding fish to eat and apparently oblivious to the noise of the industry and traffic. 

The last access in Waterloo before the downtown is on river left at Exchange Park, just after the red-roofed Boat 

House on the waterfront.  (Black Hawk Creek enters the Cedar River just across from Exchange Park.) The access is a 

boat ramp and has docks to which to tie up if so desired.  The parking lot is ample and there are restrooms nearby. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach:  The treed portions of this stretch are silver maple dominated bottomland 

hardwoods.  Some cottonwoods, willow, boxelder and elms are included in this mix.  Because most of the land is only 

1-3 feet above the water level (about 3500 cfs the day I paddled it), only trees capable of having wet roots survive 

here.  I did find a patch of healthy swamp white oak on a backwater on the eastern side of the Cedar Bend island.  

A few walnuts and basswoods on higher benches are also found.  Reeds canary grass, sedges, curly dock, dogwoods, 

and riverbank grapes are common throughout the stretch. 

Notable hazards and locations:  None if the river is at a reasonable level.  When I tried this section before, the river 

was running much faster and full trees were floating down.  I had no desire to fight them or the current…. 

Notable landmarks and locations: 

Cedar Bend Park and Access:  0552056 E – 4707524 N 

Interpretive sub-themes:  The rural/urban river interface 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  At water levels below 4,000 cfs, it can be classed a Recreational 

experience level, though Gateway paddlers could also use it easily. 
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RIVERVIEW PARK ACCESS TO CEDAR TERRACE PARK ACCESS TO GILBERTVILLE PARK 

ACCESS 

UTM Beginning:  0556442 E – 4703460 N (Riverview ORV Park) 

UTM End:  0564419 E – 4696058 N (Gilbertville Park Access) 

Approximate mileage:  10.5 miles (after 2.5 mile portage through downtown Waterloo) 

Description of this section:  The Riverview Recreation Area Access has a parking area and a vault toilet at the ORV 

grounds.  However, it is isolated (I wouldn’t leave a car there overnight) and seems to be a bit of a dumping ground 

for anyone wanting to get rid of yard waste, carpet, etc.  A local clean-up effort and increasing police patrol might 

make it a more desirable access.  Alternate accesses include two downriver at Deerwood and Cedar Terrace Park.  

(However, nesting cedar waxwings were right above the Riverview Access!) 

The left side of the river in the first part of this section has a large levee that stretches down to Hwy 20/380 

approximately 3 miles downriver.  It protects the southeast Waterloo area (and Evansdale) from flooding.  

Accordingly, the levee is covered with rip-rap, not providing the paddler with much to look at.  The right side of the 

river is partially leveed down to Hwy 20/380 and also contains old cement rip-rap along some of the shoreline.  

However, part of the right shoreline is treed with bottomland hardwood forest, dominated by silver maple.  This is 

typical along most of this whole length to Gilbertville, with walnut, swamp white oaks, and some cottonwoods, 

hackberry, honey locust, and box elder.  Demonstrating how tolerant of humans they have become, a bald eagle nest 

was found in the first mile on the first and most heavily wooded bend in the river, despite the industrial area behind 

it.  Song sparrows, orioles, robins, Canada geese, turkey vultures, mallards, great blue herons, red-winged 

blackbirds, cardinals, rough-winged swallows, barred owls, and turtles were also common along this stretch.  True to 

an urban area, fresh rains flush out the storm sewers into the river, bringing with them lots of soil and rafts of human 

trash. 

Frequent flooding in recent decades has created alternate channels and islands in the Cedar, including some 

throughout the Deerwood Park area and below.  The isolated back channels, as in the rest of the river, create 

valuable nursery areas for aquatic wildlife and isolated nesting areas for birds and wildlife.  Though floods can tear 

through them, these now quiet backwaters are critical for wildlife, especially in urban areas. 

There is no access at Cedar Terrace Park, though an access exists a few hundred yards upriver off Belle Street in that 

area (between Ruby Dr. and Southcrest Dr.), primarily for emergencies (UTM   ).  Paddlers could use it for river 

access, but there is no parking available in this residential area.  No roads into Cedar Terrace Park exist, nor is there 

a river access there.  Further down, just east of where the Cedar Valley Bike Trail bridges the river, an informal 

access has been created by local folks, very near to Hwy 20/380 (UTM 0559318 E – 4701065 N), though I am 

unsure how it can be accessed by road or if it is public land. 

From there to Gilbertville, the river bends several times in its current floodplain and it is evident that it spills out onto 

its floodplain frequently.  Some rip-rapping is present but most of the remaining 6 miles is wooded along the riparian 

area and wildlife is easy to find.  Rock and sand beaches are common in the inside bends and softshelled turtles are 

found in abundance.  Painted turtles, map, and snapping turtles make use of basking logs along the way and a wide 

variety of birds use the forests along the shoreline. Where higher land is found on the outside bends, upland oak 

forests are found.  Portions of the river floodplain are labeled as part of a WRP easement: the Wetland Reserve 

Program in the Federal Farm Bill that has made permanent easements of much bottomland along Iowa rivers. 

The Cedar Valley Bike Trail and the Cedar River Water Trail meet at a bend in the river about a mile above 

Gilbertville.  A simple RR tie stepped access could be created there, allowing “Peddlers and Paddlers” to meet.  

Interpretive signage at that location could inform each group about respective trails.  Below that area, the land on 

the west side of the river is, unfortunately, grazed.  Honey locusts, of course, dominate the trees in this area.  Homes 

line the bluff on the east above the river as it rounds the bend towards Gilbertville.  After passing under the E. 
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Washburn Road bridge at Gilbertville, the access is at a small park on the left, on the southwest end of Gilbertville.  

The access is a boat ramp and there are picnic tables and a parking area, but no toilets, at this access.  No Water 

Trail signs direct drivers or paddlers to the park. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach: 

Bottomland forest is most common along this stretch, dominated by silver maple, with cottonwoods interspersed and 

mulberry and boxelder in the understory.  Willows dominate on the inside bends where sand and gravel beaches are 

found, grading back into large willows and cottonwoods.  Benches above the bottomland forest find walnuts, ash, 

elm, and some swamp white oaks and white oaks, basswoods and some sugar maples are found in uplands well 

above the floodplain.  Where enough light exists, Reeds canary grass, elderberry, and dogwood are found along 

the shoreline, with overhanging vines of riverbank grape and poison ivy common.  Nettles, jewelweed and dock are 

herbaceous plants commonly found in the understory and river edge, as well. 

Notable hazards and locations: 

Because it is downstream of an urban area, large rafts of garbage join the trees uprooted by flooding and erosion.  

A regular clean-up of this stretch is strongly recommended.  It could be organized and run locally so as to increase 

awareness and, hopefully, stewardship of the river. 

Notable landmarks and locations: 

Bald eagle nest:  0557771 E – 4703114 N (right side of river in big silver maple tree) 

Deerwood Park Access:  0556734 E – 4701162 N (campgrounds, restrooms, parking, and picnic area) 

Adult bald eagle in a snag:  0561914 E – 4698302 N 

Interpretive sub-themes:  The adaptability of wildlife to urban and suburban areas. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Recreational, due to length 

 

 

GILBERTVILLE PARK ACCESS TO CEDAR RIVER NATURAL RESOURCE AREA ACCESS TO 

BRANDON ROAD ACCESS 

UTM Beginning:  564419 E – 4696058 N (Gilbertville Park Access) 

UTM End:  0568837 E – 4687318 N (Brandon Road Bridge—not yet an access) 

Approximate mileage:  8.1 miles 

Description of this section:  This section of river is a highly channelized portion of the Cedar.  But because of public 

ownership along much of its length, it makes for an interesting paddle.  At one time, prior to channelization, the river 

meandered over a broad floodplain.  Today, much of that floodplain is farmed, obvious by the scarcity of trees on 

the west, and cattle grazing and degrading the bank in the first mile below Gilbertville.  However, the east side is 

dominated by bottomland hardwoods in that same mile, showing the contrast in the priorities of private landowners.   

The Cedar River Natural Resource Area is public land, owned and managed for hunting and wildlife by Black Hawk 

County Conservation Board.  A gravel road into the area runs along a drainage ditch that drains farmland to the 

west and ends on the north side of where that ditch enters the river.  With sufficient water levels, a paddle up that 
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ditch a few hundred yards reveals the interior of the silver maple bottomland forest and its inhabitants to the 

paddler.  A brief history of the area should be included in a paddling brochure (consult with BHCCB).   

The remaining six miles of this section is more meandering that the first 2 miles, though it does not occupy all of the 

twists and turns it once did.  The inside bends of turns in the river are usually sand and gravel bars and are used by 

killdeer and spotted sandpipers for nesting, by bachelor mallards and Canada geese for loafing, and by turtles for 

basking.  Dense willows that inhabit the inner parts of these bars hide deer, beaver, coyotes, and others coming to 

the river for a drink or a snack.  Outside bends, if steep, hold colonies of bank swallows and the more hidden nest 

holes of rough-winged swallows.  Belted kingfisher nest holes may be found there, as well.  In wooded stretches, 

oriole nests overhang the water from silver maple branches, wrens, wood ducks and woodpeckers use tree cavities 

for nesting, while bluejays, great crested flycatchers, and great blue herons perch in the tree tops. 

A mile-long island is found in the river about halfway between the CRNRA and the Brandon Road Access.  Its island 

status and dense bottomland forest make it ideal wildlife habitat.  Its importance is increased because the north side 

of the last 3 miles of this stretch has little habitat, with most of it grazed or cropped right up to the river edge.  Some 

cabins and/or homes exist in this stretch, and farm machinery is found in and along the final mile of this stretch of 

river, often displayed as someone’s idea of art/sculpture.  In fact, a whole sandbar is filled with metal pig feeders 

that the river will soon claim (UTM 0567917 E – 4688019 N).  How do we allow private landowners to get away 

with this?  The same landowner is grazing cattle right down to the river on the north side here.  It’s a shame that such 

a nice stretch of river culminates in land that indicates a disdain for the resource.  On the wooded public land to the 

south, a pair of adult bald eagles were perched on a snag, though no nest was found.  Tolerant they are, indeed. 

What is on the WT map as Brandon Road Access doesn’t exist as an access.  Upriver ¼ mile from the bridge on the 

NE side (next to or in the grazed land) there is a gazebo with the roof blown off and what appears to be an old 

boat ramp.  However, there is no road to it from Brandon Road at this time.  An access could be created on the SW 

side of the bridge on what may be public land, but it is too steep at this time. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach:  Silver maples dominate the hardwoods along this stretch, with mulberry, 

boxelder, and elm in the understory and some willows and cottonwoods.  Riverbank grape and poison ivy vines are 

common along the bank.  Unfortunately, so too is Siberian elm, a woody invasive that can quickly ruin a native 

woodland.  A good stand of it is growing along the shoreline on the northeast end of the Cedar River Natural 

Resource Area.  I do not know if it is elsewhere within that area but attempts should be made to remove it and treat 

the stumps with herbicide wherever it is found.  Also along this stretch are notable Kentucky coffee trees, a tree with a 

seed that must be scarified to sprout.  It is not common along any of the Cedar but, rather, is found here and there.  

Paddlers should look for its huge doubly pinnately compound leaves and curved exterior bark.  In June, elderberry 

shrubs are blooming in the understory along sunny banks.  They attract a number of pollinators to their fragrant 

flowers, and the berries they form will treat August paddlers to snacks and to views of many fruit-eating bird species. 

On the interior of the few bends on this stretch, sand and rock bars are found and are usually grown up with a 

“willow wedge”:  that is, young, sprouting willows nearest the water grading up to large willow saplings or trees at 

the innermost part of the sandbar.  Where mudflats exist and sun is sufficient, large stands of giant ragweed may be 

found. 

Where uplands exist, white and bur oaks, ash, basswoods, hickories and other upland species dominate. 

Notable hazards and locations: 

Paddlers need to know and understand that the Cedar River Natural Resource area (in the second mile of this stretch) 

is a public hunting area and that it has a shooting range within, as well, so that they are not panicked by the sound of 

nearby gunfire. 
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Notable landmarks and locations: 

Cedar River Natural Resource Area Access:  0564530 E – 4692883 N  (gravel access and parking lot; no other 

facilities; access via gravel road; remote) 

Mouth of drainage ditch out of CRNRA:  0564556 E – 4692734 N 

Sub-adult bald eagle:  0565783 E – 4689214 N 

Tree-smashed car on edge of river:  0566302 E – 4688238 N 

Pair of adult bald eagles:  0568991 E – 4687764 N 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Responsibilities and obligations of public and private ownership.  The bottomland 

hardwood forest.  Unnatural selection. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Gateway or Recreational. 

 

BRANDON ROAD TO MCFARLANE PARK ACCESS TO WINEGAR ACCESS  

UTM Beginning:  0568837 E – 4687318 N 

UTM End:  0577570 E – 4683000 N, Winegar Access (actually Mount Auburn Access) 

Approximate mileage:  7.1 miles 

Description of this section: 

From the Brandon Road Bridge to the Winegar Access, these 7 river miles are a pleasant completion to this water 

trail in Bremer and Black Hawk counties.  Having started in a wild stretch of river outside of Plainfield, the river goes 

through an urban, highly channelized section of Waterloo and comes out on the lower end much worse for the wear.  

But, a few miles south of Waterloo, the river becomes rural again, for all the wildness and tameness, the good and 

the bad, that that implies.  This final 7 mile stretch is mostly wild again. 

Both the Cedar River Access and the McFarlane Park Access work well for paddlers.  The latter also has a 

campground, water, toilets, showers, and picnic areas, and both have parking at the accesses.  About a mile south of 

McFarlane Park, the Cedar Valley bike and water trails cross again.  Also along that portion, several homes with 

docks are along the hill on the left side of the river.  They have access to both trails!  Cliff swallows also make their 

homes on the bike bridge—they, too, have access to both trails! 

Some islands in the river and backwater sloughs add diversity to this paddle.  Fruiting mulberries hang over the 

water, offering sustenance to birds, fish, and paddlers.  Beaches exist on the inside bends of the river, where killdeer 

families entertain and spotted sandpipers do their dipping dance.  A limestone outcrop ridge also appears along this 

stretch, betraying the existence of a reef many millions of years ago in this location.  An oak savanna enhances this 

ridge, with large old red and bur oaks. 

Like earlier stretches of this river, eagles, herons, catbirds, orioles and many other songbirds are found along the 

way.  Deer are seen along the river and squirrels, raccoons, and other small mammals make the adjacent woodland 

their home.  The presence of pileated woodpeckers in this stretch is a testament to its wildness. 
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Winegar Access is actually called Mount Auburn Access and Boat Ramp.  Winegar Access is known by local folks, but 

can only be found from muddy and often flooded roads.  The name change should be reflected on the Water Trail.  

No signs are present from the river, though there is one on the road. 

Major vegetation groups along the reach: 

Large silver maples dominate the area nearest the river and large cottonwoods take up the higher canopy.  Some 

walnuts, elms, hackberry, swamp white oaks and basswood grow with them on the bench above.  Mulberries and 

boxelder overhang the water, interspersed among the other bottomland trees.  On banks with sufficient sunlight, 

Reeds canary grass fills the bank.  On hills above the floodplain, basswood and red and white oak predominate, and 

sugar maples grow in one section on the north-facing shore where the limestone outcrop appears.  

Notable hazards and locations:  None on this stretch of river. 

Notable landmarks and locations: 

Cedar River Access:  0570182 E – 4686393 N (Access sign on road but not on river) 

MacFarlane Park Access:  0570505 E – 4685999 N 

Where Paddlers and Peddlers could meet:  0574611 E – 4684547 N 

Adult bald eagle:  05766248 E – 4683719 N 

Juvenile bald eagle (just west of Winegar Access ~1/4 mile –no UTM due to operator error) 

Interpretive sub-themes:  Wild again.  Pileated woodpeckers—special and specialized. 

Recommended  Experience Classification:  Gateway to Recreational 

 

 

ITEMS OF INTERPRETIVE INTEREST ALONG THIS RIVER SEGMENT:  

Bottomland forest 

The Cedar River is a river rich in bottomland forest.  It is composed of trees that are tolerant of flooding—able to 

have their roots in the water for long periods of time.  Silver maples are often the dominant tree of this forest, 

forming multiple-stemmed trees that take up a lot of sky.  Like the sugar and red maples of upland woodlands, they 

form dense canopies that allow little sunlight in for things to grow beneath.  When they can get seeds to sprout, the 

fast-growing cottonwoods send a single stem up quickly, taking advantage of the abundant water to shoot skyward 

and break out above the silver maples.  Willows choose the open and often barren sandbars and mudflats, quickly 

sending down a mat of roots that out-competes other trees and holds fast against rising river currents.  A few other 

species—box elder, elm, ash, and mulberry—are able to establish an occasional roothold, but the silver maples, 

cottonwoods and willows are the top competitors here in the bottomland forest.  On the edges, where sunlight creeps 

in at an angle, plants that need less light but do well on the water’s edge, grow beneath the trees.  Vines of grape 

and poison ivy often climb the surrounding trees to get to the sunlight and hang from them like curtains, competing 

successfully for the sun.  Stinging nettles and jewelweed grow there, too, the jewelweed’s juices curiously serving as a 

cure for the itch of the nettles’ sting.  When the river undermines a tree and carries it downstream, the open ground 

and mud are quickly inhabited.  Millions of seeds of silver maple, cottonwood and willow, carried there by wind or 

water, find a place to grow, and the competition for sunlight begins again. 
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Pileated woodpeckers—specialists of Iowa’s bottomland forests 

Lucky paddlers of Iowa rivers may awaken to the KA-KA-KA-KA-KA-KA-KA-KA-KA  call or loud drumming on a dead 

tree snag.  They should be delighted to have this natural alarm clock sound off:  it tells them that they are, indeed, in 

one of Iowa’s most wild places.  The species that has sounded the alarm is the pileated woodpecker, a nearly crow-

sized, red-crested woodpecker that is found in Iowa only in the most mature and wild forests.  Observant paddlers 

may have known pileateds were here:  their rectangular foraging holes in trees tipped them off.  The chisel-shaped 

bills of pileateds blast 3 inch long chips out of trees, in search of the carpenter ants that nest within, in the hollows of 

the rotten heartwood of cottonwoods, silver maples, sycamores or elms in the lowlands, or oaks and pines that may 

grow on the uplands along Iowa rivers.  Iowa is known as a prairie state.  As a result, most of our woodlands are 

restricted to the stream and river valleys where trees can find enough moisture and compete successfully over the 

prairie grasses.  As a result, pileateds only find enough ants to eat where the trees are and where the trees are old 

enough to have rotten interiors and, therefore, ants.  That’s why seeing a pileated woodpecker flying across the river 

in front of you or hearing one is a special treat:  it indicates that the woodlands you are paddling along are diverse 

and old.  Pileateds wouldn’t be there if they weren’t.  And if the drumming awakened you, you know you are in the 

several square-mile territory of a pileated.  Get up and begin your search for the 4-5 inch diameter hole in a dead 

tree, 30-50 feet off the ground.  You may be rewarded in finding the nest cavity of one of the most uncommon birds 

of Iowa’s wild bottomland woodlands! 

 

Unnatural selection 

A species survives if it is fit to survive in an area.  Plant or animal, it must find food and water and survive the 

elements of weather and climate.  If it is not fit, it perishes in that environment.  Weather, predators, water, food 

availability, competition:  all influence whether or not a species thrives or dies in a given area.  It’s a matter of 

natural selection:  those that are most fit survive; those that are not fit, die.  It’s why some species like silver maples, 

cottonwoods, and willows are so common along Iowa rivers.  They can withstand having their roots in the water where 

species like red oaks and shagbark hickories cannot.  Humans, too, are a factor in the selection.  In gardening and 

agriculture, we choose to let some species survive and others not.  But sometimes our agricultural practices unwittingly 

select for some species to survive and others to die.  Paddlers along Iowa’s rivers can witness this as they paddle and 

observe the tree species along the shoreline.  Sometimes, the forest is diverse along Iowa rivers, having box elders, 

swamp white oaks, and elms, in addition to the silver maples, cottonwoods, and willows in the bottomland forest 

canopy, and dogwoods, viburnums, elderberries, grapes, and poison ivy in the shrub layer.  But sometimes, all those 

disappear and one species dominates.  Most often, that is the honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos), its fine feathery 

leaves showing in the sun and the long, sharp, branched thorns crowding its trunk.  What’s happened is that the 

landowner has allowed his or her cattle to graze the woodland next to the river.  Cattle will eat all of those other 

species, but not honey locust.  Thus, honey locust was selected by the cattle to survive and all the other diverse species 

were eaten.  Grazing a river bottom is bad for the water quality and the riverbanks, we know.  But the unnatural 

selection of cattle is also bad for the bottomland woodland and the wildlife that once lived there. 

 

Bald Eagles—Back from the Brink 

Before Euro-Americans came to Iowa, bald eagles were common here and nested all over Iowa.  Though harvested 

by Native Americans for feathers, they were also revered as important spirits and taken with care, and sparingly. 

Their populations were healthy.  But they were viewed as competitors for livestock by new settlers and were often 

shot, with no laws to protect them, even though they were the national symbol of a young nation. By 1900, they had 

stopped nesting in Iowa.  After World War II, new miracle chemicals were available, chemicals that took care of 

other pests that threatened crops.  But organo-chlorine pesticides like DDT inadvertently threatened things higher in 
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the food chain, animals like eagles.  Because the pesticide tended to accumulate in the fats of many species that 

encountered it, animals at the top of the food chain—like bald eagles—got huge doses of it in the fish and other 

things they ate.  The effect was to reduce their ability to lay eggs, especially eggs that had thick enough shells to 

withstand incubation.  Eagle populations plummeted in the 1950s and 1960s, as few new eaglets were being born.  

Their future as a species was in doubt across the nation.  Fortunately, scientists and politicians found common ground 

and, as a society, we outlawed the use of DDT in the U.S. in 1972.  While it took some years to cleanse it from the 

ecosystem (it is still around today but in much lower levels), it was a success.  Eagle populations, and those of other 

top predators, began to grow.  Though some eagles always came here in the winter to fish in open waters below 

dams and other areas, they didn’t nest here.  But by the late 1970s, they began to nest again in Iowa, at first only 

along the Mississippi River.  Many thought that Iowa was too tame and eagles were too wild to ever nest here in 

large numbers.  But eagles have taught us otherwise.  Today, there are over 300 bald eagle nests in Iowa, many of 

them along our interior rivers.  Paddlers of the 21st Century can now marvel at their strength and grace, at the huge 

nests they build in big cottonwoods, sycamores and silver maples, and think how they—with the help of the right 

human decisions—have come back from the brink. 

 

Quiet backwaters 

The flowing water of a river is a lure that draws paddlers.  From the rhythm of a slowly moving river to the wild 

strength of whitewater, it’s the flow that draws us back.  There are many other species that are drawn to flowing 

water, too.  From the caddisflies that anchor their camouflaged homes to logs and rocks, to crayfish in search of a 

scavenger meal, to water snakes waiting for a fish to swim beneath, to adult small mouth bass lurking in a hole—all 

are drawn to moving water.  But the quiet backwaters hold the secret to a healthy and wildlife-filled river.  The 

backwaters are often created when a river is in flood, allowed to naturally flow over its floodplain. With the melting 

of winter snows or the fall of heavy spring rains, the river rises and overflows its banks.  It finds or scours out new 

channels over the land, fills holes that were once dry with water, fills old channels in which the main river once flowed.  

As the water level goes down, those holes and channels are left behind, now filled with water, while the river returns 

to its banks.  Sometimes they are connected to the river by a thin stream of water or by the below ground flow of 

groundwater.  But, compared to the flowing river, these backwaters, ponds, oxbows, and vernal pools have no 

regular flow.  But they teem with life.  Damselflies, dragonflies, backswimmers, whirligig beetles and many other 

invertebrates lay eggs there.  So, too, do frogs and salamanders.  Fish leave behind eggs that develop into fry that 

feed on the plankton, algae, and invertebrates.  These quiet backwaters are the nurseries for many dozens of species 

of young wildlife, allowing them to develop and grow.  The young develop quickly in the warmer backwaters that 

are often rich with the nutrients and minerals that the young need to grow. Without them, we would have no adults 

living in the river.  The quiet backwaters are what gave them the opportunity for life and growth.  Later, when the 

river rises again, they are ready to join earlier generations of wildlife—and paddlers—in the rhythm and flow of the 

river. 

 

Swallow hard 

As you pass under bridges that cross Iowa rivers or round a river’s horseshoe bend, you may be greeted by the calls 

of a few or hundreds of sparrow-sized birds on the wing.  As they deftly dip and dive around you, they emit calls of 

dzrr, dzrr, dzrr or a husky vrreer or vrrrt.  These are several of Iowa’s swallow species, birds that eat insects on the 

wing.  Rivers, of course, are a good place to find flying insects.  Unlike the flycatchers that use a “sit and wait” 

strategy, swallows fly around constantly, opening their beaks to capture flies, moths, mosquitoes, and other flying 

insects over the water.  (Warning:  flying around with your mouth open may catch flies!)  But look around as they dip 

and dive near you and you will likely find their nests.  Bank swallows are colonial nesters.  From a dozen to several 

hundred will dig nests in mud banks over the water.  If you look closely, you will see 2 to 3 inch holes lined up along 

the bank.  They are often (but not always) one to two feet below the top of the bank and usually all in the same soil 

layer deposit.  Why not higher or lower,  and how do they choose?  No one knows.  But the holes go back into the 
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bank two and up to four feet, dug by a pair of bank swallows with their feet at the rate of about 5 inches per day!  

Their nest is put at the end of the tunnel and lined with some dried grasses.  Their cousins, the rough-winged swallows, 

also use bank dens but they are more solitary, with only one, two or three pairs in a given bank, and the tunnel is not 

as deep into the soil.  They are rivaled in engineering feats only by their cliff swallow relatives who build gourd-

shaped nests of mud under cliffs and bridges (especially cement bridges, because the mud sticks to them better.)  

Each nest is built by a pair of swallows (or reused and repaired each year) out of 900 to 1200 pellets of mud 

carried from a mud pond, usually within ½ mile of the nest site.  How do they know which mud is best?  Again, no one 

knows.  But they must be good at choosing:  look how well those mud nests adhere to an overhanging cliff or the 

underside of a bridge, withstanding the vibrations of vehicles speeding by above.  In all three species, the young 

better be pretty sure they know how to fly on their first time out of the nest, because a wet landing or hungry 

predator may await below! 

 

Bachelor males 

As you round the bend of an Iowa river, you may spy a dozen or more male mallards (called “drakes”) lying on the 

inside beach, their green heads iridescent in the sun.  What’s this, a mallard version of Beach Party Bingo?  Why just 

males?  Where are the hens?  Back in the spring, male and female mallards pair off, the drake constantly courting 

the hen and fiercely defending her against any other drake interloper.  But, once the eggs are laid, and especially 

after she begins to sit on the eggs, he apparently gets bored.  Or, more generously, rather than risk revealing her 

location to hungry predators, the drake goes off and joins other newly bachelored drakes—former rivals—and eats 

plants in shallow water, drinks from the river, and lays around catching some sun rays on the beach.  After the hen 

hatches the eggs—assuming they haven’t been eaten by a hungry skunk or raccoon—she’s in charge of raising the 

chicks, teaching them where to find food, protecting them from predators, and getting them to a healthy adult size.  

They then join back together with the bachelor males to migrate southward in the fall, and the cycle begins all over 

again.  Ah, the life of the bachelor drake mallards! 

 

Engineering a nest 

Paddlers on most any Iowa river can hear the clear whistle notes of an oriole’s song.  Be they Baltimore or orchard, 

orioles sing happiness to paddlers.  But their engineering feats will amaze you even more.  Using just their beak and 

their feet, they pull strips of bark from grapevines, plant fibers from the stems of old goldenrods and milkweeds, and 

dried blades from grasses and sedges.  Then they weave them into a 5 to 7 inch deep cup, including weaving the rim 

of the cup around the “Y” branches of a tree, often 20 or 30 feet above the water.  The hanging nest must withstand 

summer windstorms, rain, and even hail.  After lining it with fine grasses and any hair they can find, they lay 4 or 5 

eggs in there and incubate them for a couple of weeks by sitting on them.  Again, they accomplish all this weaving 

using just their beak and feet.  Sounds easy?  You try it:  using just your mouth and feet (no hands with opposable 

thumbs, please), gather plant fibers, weave them into a hanging net that will withstand Iowa’s summer winds and 

rains.  Oh, and hang it over the river, 20-30 feet high, and put your kids in there….  Would you trust your 

engineering skills?  Orioles trust theirs.  Admire their handiwork and their engineering as you float beneath their nest! 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOW/WHERE INTERPRETIVE INFORMATION COULD BE SHARED 

WITH THE PUBLIC: 

Because this water trail travels through some small towns and through urban areas, there are a number of areas 

where interpretive information can and should be shared.  It could include interpretive signs at strategic points, kiosks 

with maps, brochures that are available at appropriate locations (including retailers like Crawdaddy Outdoors in 

Waverly), and through County Conservation areas and parks, as well as web-based information that might include 

cell-readable QR codes. 

 

Sites I believe are appropriate for interpretive signage include: 

• North Cedar Park (include in camping area kiosk, not at ramp) 

• Cedar Bend Park (Bremer Co., in park at top, near parking lot with directional signs to the access) 

• Three Rivers Park Access (include in kiosk near boat ramp) 

• Kohlmann Park, Waverly (improve informal access and provide directional signage; a 3 or 4 sided kiosk 

could also be on the corner, west end of the bridge over the dam, giving information about the water trail 

and the bike trail, as well as interpretive info) 

• Janesville City Park Access (at the top of the ramp, near the Lions picnic shelter that both invites and informs) 

• Black Hawk Park (at the access ramp and in the park, especially in the campground area, with brochures 

available there) 

• Island Park Access Ramp (near the ramp so both boaters and paddlers can learn from it and make each 

group aware of the other) 

• Gateway Park Access (near the ramp and bike trail—cross-fertilize both groups and include info about 

other places to put in) 

• Washington Park (directional signage needed) 

• George Wyth Park Access (next to the ramp and in the camping area kiosk; peddlers and paddlers could 

meet and learn about each trail) 

• Hartman Reserve (at the Nature Center but likely not at the ramp—too isolated and will invite vandals) 

• Exchange Park (near the ramp along the trail) 

• Cedar Terrace Park Access (needs directional signage to it, if indeed they choose to use it) 

• Cedar Valley Bike Trail gazebo, ~ 1 mile north of Gilbertville (create a simple RR tie step access there for 

paddlers; create signage that emphasizes Peddlers and Paddlers and tells both about trail etiquette and 

natural history of the valley) 

• Gilbertville Park Access (needs directional signage) 

• McFarlane Park Access (kiosk in camping area and interpretive sign at access) 

• Mount Auburn Access (interpretive sign about the trail and the river near the ramp) 

 

 

 

 

 


